3AD ISSUE, 2001-2002:2003  T-7IIWaFR 8 (IO SIRITER
(oG [/ ONKBAY) 0

___.fl L
r i
\ »

——



T AL 3- 200%-1003 @ Loos-Soow

FPRF el 8- CISH / Sigiveg



YEIffeE ST SEma

el © 22 95 2005-200% @ 200%2-2009

) 7

WYTE T A0 B (I
ST
ERTITA (T W S
8 BE e
HEGA! AT
ciftey Cay
R e 4
U]

I HTEE
Y W
@I
&G (raAre
fefGf femmein
R A 118 AT
el
oo 1 B, cifref #ifl, 7ihe |
af&e 1. Corg [ A

GesTsiT

ok ok koK

R RorN @Gy agfrer ftsrst Tt
MZHUN TP TIJT AN CTETH | (5T

TRE R0 TRYFRIR WETHAIN 93
RAJD TS P LA




A AT PN R EETE RN,
' T N AT T g
ARt ot D A AT SN ¥ TRERD baT TR amez g i K4l
AT SR @ v FETE RO 505 o5t £ o AT MR W | Snfiee bf
afense g S dandr sy JoT SRR i e dord Y TG warer WA ‘

| et A 0FE L o it 2 W e e, i, arpEr, MR, ey 4
T (T T AT AT TE A A w g, § e s (V)

| ) O TR T SR RS i SR ST TR i i s ar

‘ PN it A TR B ) T T T g 4 T Ty WRTe e o B

RIS NG AT IT 4T @iy AT A g (I WerEwin e sy

T T T AT IR T T ST e ) Fhar T ey

MR, My AR Y ST T A TS i 7 ST W

Mmﬁmwmwﬁﬁmwmmqﬁw#ﬁ ;

' Wﬁ“ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂwm?%.{ﬁéwﬂ'ﬁ%#ﬂg*-lﬁﬁ"'.l.,..'r,r,,.q" '

R TLT e W o L P Wﬁ!ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬁﬂh‘iﬁw#[‘eﬂﬂ% T

' mm*ﬁmﬁﬁmma -

TATERO AR S 7 . o G
' o ﬁ'ﬁwﬁ? “
fafs o' Far
R Ty

T AT Sy ;

- .'_-I*ETJ'.'E’ <tk *riy iy v (AT I

1
i
1

T2 225223

228

e 'ﬁ".ﬁ_ T WRAE SEnaT [RfEE ST whh aEne—
i et T cedea e wrdtPRFEF aniEan sl amor sRuar e aEET
FER s ¥ TR R iy, damTRer oo s
ieppachrFieit il men waslER et BT aET S
B mareg, et eimems =iy pred]  oms A S5
Ty stgheer SR WG, oF S DMEtl 45T BT PTAA
e Afs e, wf, ffeery orrsmm wes FAEE e e |
Lif7rE mi'ra Tl Wetprd] RO IR are
TSR ATBTET g e
amvhEs senee 3w FEnfRdT me el D
o g e T T e S

oo QBapery gy i GTE SEETRT e T

..l.r..r.r..l..l

.--r , T T R ST
-".--" kit .-"".-'.r.-'.-.-"'"'.-"""' e




Fh: 0361-2570412 (O), 2570408 (R)
Fax: 0361-2570133
E-mail: gntalukderf@yahoo.com

\V AV AV AV AN AV AV

Ph: 0361-2570415 (O), 2674243 (R)
Fax: 91-0361-2570133

E-mail: kkhlgu | @sanchamet.in

can be disseminated to others. Besides the students get the best opportunity to
show théir creativity in the field of art, literature etc. [ hope the College frater-
nity will dedicate themselves to make the magazine a remarkable one.

[ extend my best wishes to all concerned and wish the magazine and the

On this occasion, I take this opportunity to convey my best

azine is like a reflector through which the activities of the College }
wishes to the teachers and the students of Khagarijan College.

G.N.Talukdar m.Sc.D.Phil GAUHATI UNIVERSITY
: : Madhab C Sarna MSe., PhD. Gopinath Bordoloi Nagar
Vice-Chancellor Gopinath Bordoloi Nagar Registrar Guwahati — 781014
Guwahati — 781014 | Assam: India
Assam: India
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY
MESSALE l Ref: GU / REGR/2004/262 Date: 27.8.2004
It gives me great pleasure to know that the college magazine ME o

2002-2003 is being brought out shortly by the Khagarijan College. A college ma ga-
zine takes a pivotal role on the development of academic atmosphere through which
the literary activities of the st?:dems are E]SE{ reflected .I am optimistic that the [t gives me great pleasure to learn that the Khagarijan Col-
student community of Khagarijan College will be able to express their literary a0 blish its College Magazine for the session 2002-2003. A
activities through this magazine, which will remain a milestone on the academic lege is going to pub'ls
development of the college. College mag

e W™ e,

college a great SUCCESS.
El it Ta]m;'ar i Madhab C Sarma
o Registrar
6.8.2004 1
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“Be not afraid of greatness. Some are born
great; some achieve greatness; and some have

greatness thrust upon them.”

~—William Stakespeare—
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OXFORD LECTURE ON TEACHING LITERATURE
“ MADE IN INDIA”

SHAKESPEARE IN THE
INDIAN CLASSROOM

Amitava Roy

Teaching Shakespeare in the Indian
classroom can be, and is with Amitava Roy, a
most challenging and exciting commitment,
Ray's perspective sees Shakespeare not as a
writer writing four hundred vears ago in an-
other couniry. He is our contemporary, grap-
pling with and exploring themes, crises and

probiems of current concern that move India and
Indians. o

For Roy, Indians must (and have histori-
cally) appropriated Shakespeare into our own
culture: Shakespeare can be and must be felr as

an Indian living in Calcutta in the 19905 and
writing for and of us. The paper articulates two
basic needs: {a) 1o contemporanize Shakespeare
and (b) te Indianize him (i.e. to interpret
Shakespeare in terms of Indian realities and tra-
ditions —traditions of living and of theatre).

Raoy does not find Shakespeare very rel-
evantto English stidents now (leaving aside his
‘universality' of course), but fineds the Bard vi-
tal for us, and alive as our playwright e.p. Lear’s

Jamily structure has disintegrated in the West
but not so here in India, Shakespeare’s plays
are central to Indian life and culture. Sharply
and polemically discussed are problems of
dowry; the develapment pattern af the tragic

hero (sp. Lear) from ignorance to knowledge
related to the legend of the Buddha —fram folly
to enlightenment; Macketh is introduced in In-
dian Classrooms by a newspaper report on the
hnching / burning of 'witches'in a district of
West Bengal: Shakespeare’s festers related 1o
classical Vidushaks of Sanskrit drama and to
raunchy and ribald clowns in our folk perfor-
marnce traditions.

Further, Shakespeare's dramarurgy is
akin 1o our folk theatre (live music, audience
on three sides, fluid staging, no curtains and
sets); Shakespeare's p&rﬁpﬂﬂfiyﬂ as popular
playwright akin to our popular Hindi film whose
basic ingredients are sex, violence, melodrama,
multiple murders, song, dance, the supernatu-
ral, mingling of the grave and the gay — same
as in the Bard.

Roy's paper tellingly reveals how
Shakespeare comes alive in the Indian class-
raom through his deep -searching exploration
aof Indian realities. It should be called Re-in-
venting Shakespeare for India: A Post-
Colonialist reading.

C}ﬂ'ﬂ'd Afternoon! T am delighted so many
of my colleagues from so, many nations and
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countries across the globe are met here today
to listen to this talk: this reveals as much a love
of and interest in Shakespeare as of India. My
role today is that of a connector: making a
bridge for you between Shakespeare and In-
dia. First a few words about India as most of
you have not been to my country but possibly
have in your minds some snatches of discon-
nected impressions and images about India cre-
ated and served up by your media.

India is a very vast couniry — diverse,
multifaceted, picturesque, a land of extremes.
You should not compare India to any single
nation in Europe — it is not comparable to En-
gland or Germany or Ialy for instance, but to
Europe as such. Europe contains within its in-
clusive culture and civilization the Italians, the
French, Germans, Scandinavians, Greeks (per-
haps we may now include the British and En-
glish too) all having separate mother-tongues,
their own different and diverse traditions of
dressing, food habits, physical features etc. but
all recognizanly European with great and
shared traditions and a culture of its own, 50
too the diversity of Indin contains Bengalees,
Tamils, Marathis, Gujaratis, Nagas, Oriyas,
Punjabees, the Assamese, the Biharis and very
many others with differing languages, style of
dress, food habits, folk traditions etc. but all
recognizably Indian, having a oneness, i unity
amidst this striking and picturesque diversity.
Also, i Bweopeans have behind them the clas-
sical languages and cultures of Greece and
Rome (Latin) as we Indians derive our cultural

traditions, linguistic heritage and multi-layered
civilization from Sanskrit and Persian {our two
great classical languages and cultures).

Now let's get to Shakespeare. During
the nineteenth century we appropriated
Shakespeare for ourselves in India and made
him {50 to speak) our national playwright across
the Indian subcontinent beginning with Bengal
where the first British-Indian theatres originally
developed.

Shakespeare permeates our cultural con-
sciousness, has become part of our blood-stream
and lives in and through our texts and contexts.
From the eighteenth century onwards he came
to us Indians mainly through six channels:

L. Shakespeare as performed by British Groups
during the hundred vears beginning from
erotind the |750s.

2. The championing of Shakespeare as the most
viable cultural and theatrical model from the
nineteenth century onwards in the writings and
works of cultural leaders like Rabindranath
Tageore, Girishchandra, Ghose, Sisir Bhadurt,
Utpal Dutt er al (into our own (im#5).

3. The natxralization and naiivization af
Shakespeare through numerous translations
and adaptations of hix plays into Bengali and
all the other rwajor Indian languages.

4, The formation and acrivities of the Shake-
speare Societies (mainly in Calennd) from the
ningteenth century till now,

3. The absorption and incorporation of

Shakespeare in the School, College and Uni- |

o
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versity syflabi and the emergence (through this)
af a continuing “grear tradition” of teaching
Shakespeare in the Bengali /Indian classroom.

6. The awareness that the Shakespearean the-
aire and dramaturgy are very closely related
to our own traditional folk forms (e.g Jatra in
Bengal) and the consegquent wtilization of
Shakespeare as the most viable theatrical

maodel for our Bengali (and Indian) play-
wrightis.

Thus much as a quick look at the as-
similation of Shakespeare into our culture.
Now for Shakespeare in the Indian classroom.
There are many ways of teaching Shakespeare
in the Indian classroom. Most of them quite
valid, I guess some of them quile the same as
teaching Shakespeare in any classroom any-
where from Berlin to Bosnia: for instance, situ-
ating Shakespeare in the context of the Euro-
English Renaissance and reading him asa sev-
enteenth century playwright.

But that’s not my way of looking at
Shakespeare. You have honoured me by ask-
ing me to speak to this august gathering of in-
ternational intellectuals at Oxford University
on how I teach Shakespeare in the Indian class-
| room. So instead of listing various viable (or
non-viable) ways of teaching Shakespeare in
India as it has been done for the last two hun-
dred years. T will tell you how I ‘teach’ him or
rather how T ‘read’ him and explore him to-
gether with our student communities.

I see and ‘teach’ Shakespeare as a

Bengali Indian playwright who is living and writ-
ing in the Caleutta of 23 April 1996 (or what-
ever is the date of today’s lecture) revealing and
recreating in his plays the agonies and the com-
edy of being an Indian in the present time. In
and through his plays he writes our Nation into
being, registering and creating its bustling, ab-
surd and arrogant, marvellous and magnificent;
mundane and spiritual life.

I believe, and this is my intense burning
conviction, that Shakespeare is more relevant to
us, has more meaning for us Indians, in fact that
Indians can and do instinctively understand
Shakespeare as being one of us, 4 brother under
the skin — much more than his own countrymen
can. In Britain and in the advanced countries of
the West Shakespeare is passe, a playwright who
wrote over four hundred years ago about people,
social organization and political institutions,
ways of life and modes of living and world-views
very different from the Zeitgeist of the 20th cen-
tury Western World. In short, that Shakespeare’s
World as created in his plays is quite unrecog-
nizable to present day youths and students in
your classrooms here across

Europe.
Shakespeare’s wotld is not part of their lived and

felt experience. They live in the 20th Century,
the Bard in the 17th and there’s a huge divide
between the two. And it’s only an academic and
literary duty (as such certainly enjoyable at
times, perhaps) to read him now in the West.
Back home in my own classroom my job
is 1o make the Indian Connection regarding
Shakespeare. To teach Shakespeare as if he is

B
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an Indian writer holding the mirror up to In-
dian society, writing now in the present and
making India come alive in his works.

If that sounds perverse just consider the
following. Shakespeare (as all of you here
know) was writing at a time of great and baf-
fling change, at a time of translation from the

I Feudal to the Mercantile-Capitalist system. He

was caught between the end of the Medieval
centuries and the beginning of the modern (the
secular, humanistic-scientific Renaissance pe-
riod). It was a warlike, various and tragical age,
| the best of times and the worst of times —
and most exciting to live in and write in. An
age when the medieval and the modem co-ex-
I isted side by side, where the most reactionary
ideas and superstitions jostled for position with
| the most elevated and noble thoughts of man’s
intellect and advanced science, when conser-
vatism was involved in a death-struggle with
progressivism, the traditional in intense com-
petition and collision With the modern.

All that's past now In Europe and the
West. You live in a 20th Century technological
age now — a highly developed scientific culture
which is always most ‘modern’ or better still
post-modermn. Hence Shakespeare for you is a
historical writer belonging to the past, to an
earlier stage of social, economic and political
development now left far behind by your 20th
century post-colonial, late ecapitalistic, elec-
tronically revolutionized postmodernity.

But this is not how the Bard and his

Woerld appear to us in India. For us he is not a

q
recorder and writer of a vanished age. We see
his bustling London and Europe—Venice,
Verona, Syracuse, Rome, Inverness, Elsinore,
llyria and what have you as happening now|in
our midst, existing intensely and passionately
here and now in India, holding the mirror up to
our embattled and enchanting country.

My friend Gunter Grass (who co-di-
rected with me his Shakespearean play Plebe-
ians Rehearse the Uprising in Bengali while in
Calcutta for over half a year- during 1986) made
a most profound remark while walking with me
the burning streets of Calcutta one dazzling July
afternoon. He said, “India offers the most cre-
ative space for a writer to work in for it is the
one country in the world where all the centuries I
intersect”, That’s if, you see! India is Elizabe-
than England and Renaissance Europe: India
contains within its extremes the medieval, the |
Renaissance (your 15-16% century one and our
19* cen. one), the Enlightenment, the modemn
and the postmodern — all these periods and ages
intermingling and simultaneously colliding in |
the pressure-cooker civilization of our testing
times,

We burn our brides in Bihar and Bengal
for not bringing in the requisite dowry and malke
a bonfire of widows in Rajasthan as a throw-
back to the medieval system of Suttee; while at
the same time sending our Agni and Insat-1B
into the stratosphere; have the most insane reli-
gious riots in Ayodhya and Calcutta (like the
Protestant-Catholic & Huguenol massacres in
Elizabethan and Jacobean times) while simul-




ter software and (about to design) giant
supercomputers. A country where some of the
world’s oldest classical traditions of culture and
performance co-exist and fuse with reggae and

I rap. A notion where the medieval, the modem

and the postmodern intersect just as they did
for Shakespeare in his own times.

1 begin my class on Macheth|for the ur-
ban youth of 1990s Calcutta not with Holinshed
or Hermeneutics but with this newspaper item
—selected at random from many such appearing
in national dailies in India. This one is from The
Telegraph, one of India’s leading English news-
papers. It’s datelined 10-01-96 and reads: “Six
of a family lynched as alleged witches in
Baramara Village™. This is quite a regular (and
horrifying) happening in Purulia (a rather wild
and forested tract bordering the adjacent states
of Bengal and Bihar) where old, gnarled, hap-
less village women are frequently accused of
putting hexes on locals and inflicting fatal ill-
nesses on neighbours through their supposed
occult powers.

The witches in the opening scene of
Macheth|occupy a barren heath in Purulia, West
Bengal or wooded ravine in Bastar, Madhya
Pradesh (M.P} —not just a space in our imagi-

| nation but in the living, actual socio-political

and cultural geography of our country.

To acontemporary 20th Century English

Onford undergraduate Dr, Faustus’ pact with the
devil is a myth, merely symbolical or allegon-
~cal if anything significant at all — certainly not

F-
| taneously making the world’s most sought-af-

an acceptable and living reality. But in India,
this aneient and postmodern land, Dr. Fanstuses
(ot tantrics oradepts at the Black Arts) are sign-
ing such contracts with Satan (Sairan in Bengali
and other Indian languages) and sclling their
souls to the devil almost everyday. They are part
of our day-to-day and everpresent reality. Till
recently (about 20 years back) such rantrics (or
Dr, Faustuses) could be seen in the ouiskirts of
Tollygunge about a mile from my home in
Calcutta. They have now withdrawn into the
interiors and the suburbs because the recently
running Metro (rightly adjudped by experts as
the best i.e. the cleancst, safest and most aes-
thetically designed underground transport sys-
tem in the world) has established its southem-
most Terminal Station there. Pretty often though,
such Dr. Faustuses can be seen wearing flam-
ing saffron robes, replete with prophetic long
beards and plaited hair, sporting, burning cyes
and carrying their ‘instruments’ (mandala-ma-
chine) strolling through the busy streets of our
Calcutta. Their most popular haunt and concen-
trated colony is of course at Tarapith, close to
Tagore's most enlightened 1.|.n|i~.u3rsit3.nrE
Viswabharati at Shantiniketan. _
- Ask your modern day European student
what is a *fair’ and hefshe can only answer 'elm'f,:t
that's something that appears nostalgically inl
the ballad of ‘Scarborough Fair® - an event m-i‘
congregation that's nowhere to be found in his
city. So how is this young student going to re-
spond to Jonson's Bartholomew Fair (except in
his stretched imagination) where the satirical and
realistic observer of manners, morals and

i -
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humours take us through a guided tour of the
fairgrounds where pimps, prostitutes, cutpurses
and confidence tricksters jostle and mix, mingle
and rub shoulders (and. whatever else) with
housewives, tourists, the middle classes and the
elites (e.g. Judge's) of society? This does not
exist anymore for the 20" century English stu-
dent, He /she can have no direct access to such
a community gathering or festival where all the
classes are present, and has to relate to such situ-
ations through a mass of boring annotations and
project work.

Two tramstops away from my Calcutta
residence takes place what called the annual
Rather Mela (the mela /fair of the Lord
Jagannath’s Car). It takes over whatever open
space is still available, spills over into the busy
thoroughfares and goes on for a month — vis-
ited in droves by the poor, the rich, the middle
and. lower classes, the subalterns, the suburban-
ites, the villager and the urban intellectual, the
criminal and the lumpen classes —a picturesque
and multilayered throng. This community fes-
tival takes place in South Calcutta and beside
Sealdah Station (equivalent to, say, London’s
Charing Cross Station)-two of the most
crowded, modern and sophisticated areas of the
city. ‘Bartholomew Fairs® are of course an inte-
gral part of Indian village life and folk tradi-
tions as jt is of our religious life — the Baul sing-
ers’ Mela at Kenduli, the Kulu Mela, the
Kumbha Mela, to name just three (incidentally

sion of the ideal Indian theatre imagined it as a
Mela, a fair, a festival and gave that title to his
|

[Tagure when writing out his anti-Westem vi-
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theatre manifesto).

Bartholomew Fair is a living reality to which
he has direct access through everyday life- ex-
periences undergone in this postmodern, sntique
land.

Take King Lear. The familial organiza-
tion of Lear's and Gloucester's househalds
(grown-up daughters and sons staying with par-
ents and within the extended family) is obso-
lete now in England (and the West) whereas it's
still the norm in India. Of course we Indians
too live in the 20th century and not just in the
Feudal 14{‘“ and hence we do have our share (a
significant minority) of nuclear, single-parent
and Lesbian / Homosexuval families, But as yet
it is the extended family structure that gener-
ally obtains here (for example, I live with wife,
daughter, mother, father and vncle and an un-
married aunt from the maternal branch in our
‘joint family’ system. Let me put it to you in &
rather aggressive and polemical way: how can
an English girl of 18 and above studying King
Lear in college or university feel the agony of
Lear vis-a-vis his daughters or appreciale
Cordehia’s self-sacrificing commitment to and
life-giving care for her *four score and more’ |
year-old father, when that student has already
left home at 16plus and probably gets to meet
her parents only once or twice annually at
Christmas or similar special getiogethers? To
such an Bnglish student the emotional tug-of-
war belween parents and children and their in-

X

To every Indian (student) Jonson's .

terlocking, interdependent relationships (so pro-
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foundly and tragically explored in King Lear]
would perforce appear strange and remote in
relation to (her) comemporary lifestyles and ex-
perience of familial and social organization,

Not so to an Indian. For me Lear’s fam-
ily structure is what we have grown up with,
My daughter is nineteen and unmarried, and till
her marriage at whatever age she will obviously
continue living with all of us together at home.
Most Bengali / Indian families are akin to Lear's
family in kind, and the familial power-struggle
between parents and children for property that
| we see in Lear’s household is a not unfamiliar
day to-day experience for us Indians.

You have all read Lear and some of you
teach the play too. Have you ever wondered
why the first words that Lear ever utters are what
they are? The tyrannical charismatic and ancient
patriarch-king enters in ceremonions procession
in that grand opening sequence at court with all
his royal train following and what are his first
words, pray? [ am quite sure you do not remem-
ber and if you do then you have a sense of anti-
climax — the words do not sound at all mean-
ingful to contemporary Western audiences. Lear
barks out a command to Gloucester: “Attend the
Lords of France and Burgundy” (i.e. attend, ta
my would-be sons-in, law). Surely this must be
quite incomprehensible to a latter-day contem-
porary English student of Shakespeare — this
I tremendous concern for the entertainment of

Lear's sons-in-law! To an Indian it is but most
' natural that a father (having marriageable daugh-

ters) must kowtow to his would-be sons-in-law,
2

We have an age-old and on-going tradition in
India whereby sons in-law lord it over their
hapless fathers-In-law extracting fearsome re-
spect and hyperbolic hospitality and (requently
eating them out of house and home. Specially
so when coming to choose their would-be wives
{Lear ruefully mentions this; when he says in
his next speech: The princes, France and Bur-
gundy, Long in our “court have made their
amorous sojourn,’”)

Sons-in-law and father-In-law, arranged
marriages and dowry, all this bother about old
fathers desperately dependent upon their chil-
dren must seem to an English student to be
straight out of an archaic and long-vanished
bygone era which the march of your civiliza-
tion has left far behind and made obsolete
through modern-day imperatives.

To an Indian, to each and every student
in my classroom Lear 15 a recognizable, first-
hand, familiar everyday experience of their fa-
milial lives.

There are many many things else in
King Lear that an Indian will see as images of
his own 1990s reality — which I have little time
to explore in this lecture. Let me just quote the
German director Fritz Bennewitz, who has been
to India twenty two times, to succinctly make

my point;

“In the late seventies there began an in-
tegration of Shakespeare in Third World coun-
tries in search of national and cultural
identities. Inthe Phillipines, in Latin

— J

%4

o

R
I foa i 1606 : |
Ammc‘a, in India Shakcspjamj: came lln English Shakespears maore pmntsl about Lear. ijf:, that
be a mirror for these societies. Lear’s ur | the play King Lear begins as a
Ui I Film

cruel enlightenment sees Poor Tom as s
the real representative of mankind —
this shivering, naked, ‘bare, forked
animal’ is Man for Lear — not
Einstein, not Tagore, not Gandhi but J
Tom; Do we have to accept this
bitter, tragic sarcasm of Lear 7 Well,

look around you and be filled with Indian fairytale. In the Eastern version
Shakespeare . !
anger and shame: Poor Toms are 1996 the two evil daughters tell the

crowding every pavement in Calcutta,

Poor Toms are cringing amidst the dust of Third
World metropolises; Lear has a special reso-
nance for us here in Caleutta”, (Bennewitz with
Amitava Roy at a Shakespeare Society meeting
in Caleutta on 30-10-88 pub. in Theatre Bulle-
tin, Vol 1/1 by Shakespeare Society of Eastern
India)|

Let me offer you all this that I am say-
ing today, all this about what I do with
Shakespeare in my classroom, through a short-
hand diagram. This will precisely illustrate the
various levels of life and literature through
which Shakespeare is mediated and brought
home to us.

We have seen so far some of the strik-
ing parallelisms, interrelationships, juxtaposi-
lions transpositions and similarities between
Indian life, society and culture and Shakespeare,
his life and times and the worlds he creates in
his plays.

I will conclude my exploration of this

| aspect of the ‘Indian Shakespeare’ with two

e an Fa g i .
ik lived an old King who had three
lastiest Wusbtons daughterk........" and that

\___,_,-/

mearwue fajrytale (or utilizes a fairy tale
[T TP
frame): *Once upon a time there

I I Shakespeare here is using the
European version of what is
basically an Indian (and Asian)

fool ~ish King the they love him as or
like the sky and “the Himalyas"”, while ﬂ]E:I
youngest daughter tells him that she loves him
like (and as much as) salr. The stupid old King
does not realize that it is salt that gives a taste (o
all food, that salt is essential to our lives, it is
that which makes all that we eat relishful, and
foolishly kicks out the good daughter.

The other is that the curve of develop-
ment of Shakespeare’s tragic hero from folly to
enlightenment closely follows the pattern of the
Indian myth of the Buddha. It is especially King
Lear whose proximity to the Buddha story
makes the play so moving, so powerful and so
instinctively comprehensible to us Indians. It is
in the central scene upon the heath — the storm
scene In Act ITI, Scene TV where Lear encoun-
ters his subjects, ‘the poor naked wretches’, for
the first time and utters that profound prayer,
that Lear's tragic experience comes closest o
the Budddha's.

Till he was thrust out into the terrible

storm Lear had been living an insulated exist-
i)
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ploited, the rejected, the uﬂampln}rtd._ﬂmsmw—'
ing and the dying that made up the majority of
his subjects. It is during the storm upon the heath

terrible contact with reality for the first time in
his career and meets his starving, naked sub-

shamed by this apocalyptic confrontation,

goes mad at the same time. To an Indian the
related revelatory pattern of the Lear and the
Buddha stories is patently clear. So far Lear hag
lived like Prince Siddhartha an insulated; rich
and luxurious life of pomp cut off from the re-
| alities of existence. The Indian prince lived a

‘protected’ life by command of his parents. He
Iliw:& in a closed room into which news and
views of the world outside did not enter, One
day a gust of wind opened a casement window
and Prince Siddhartha peeped out to see scenes
of suffering and pain, Aghast, he called his chari-
oteer and ordered him to go for a ride through
the capital. Driving through the streets
Siddhartha for the first time in his sheltered life
comes upon scenes of pain, illness and death.
The attack of reality upon his mind tansforms
him. Late that night he bids farewell to his sleep-
ing wife and child and goes oul into the wilds
renouncing all his power and wealth. After un-
dergoing years of penance, expiation, suffering
and meditation Siddhartha achieves realization,
| becomes Buddha, the Enlightened One, It is the
same curve of developmeént that King Lear un-
dergoes from folly and ignorance to shattering

ence cut off from the masses, the poor, the ex-

that Lear comes face to face with reality, makes.

Jjects, the wretched of the eartl, is'shocked and

achieves realization and enlightenment as he |

contact ‘with reality (the poor, naked wreich
and ‘unaccommodated man’) and thence throughf

suffering to wisdom and Enlightenment.

Indian theatre traditions, both ciassicalf

and folk have close parallels with Shakespeare's
stage and dramaturgy. |

In his plays Shakespeare mingles "ho
pipes and funerals', churls with earls. This is ex-
actly what pur classical Sanskyit theatre does,
and it is something that 1s anathema o Weste '
¢lassical norms, Qur Sanskrit drama is wonder
fully poetic (high poetry like in Shakespeare) but
it blends colloguial prose most tellingly with this]
sensitive and powerful verse through the use of
‘prakrit’. Again, kings and clowns (like in Lear),
rich and poor, poets and prostitules, tyrants and
thieves jostle each other In the juxtaposed, se-
rene and bustling life of our classical Sanskedy
plays. Perhaps the ‘best example is Sudraka's
Little clay cé_ir.r (Mrichhakatitam) where heavs
enly poetry is provided by Charudatta and
\-'asan'iﬁstna.{lhn Brahmin and the courtesan),
While a thiefexpntiaies with tremendous verve
on the art of thieving, giving us a mock-leamed
treatise on it. We Indians have in our classical

plays Vidushaks travelling along with kings and}

princes, playing Sancho Panza to Don Quixote
and the Fool to Lear. Hence we would fﬂt’:l:il_
most strange 1o hear Sidaey’s or the neo-classic’

didtribes against Elizabethan and Shakespes -..
drama. '

i

Our folk theatres, specially the Bengalj

Jatra, is very close 1o Elizabethan stage and Tty
conventions. Both Shakespearsan drama and oug

= j

folk theatres use no sets, have no curtains, seat
-audiences on three sides and in-the-round, have
live music with musicians sitting on the stage,
{ fluid action \ sparing and symbolic use of props,
non-realistic; staging, colourful use of costumes
and the vuse of clowns or fools. These are char-
acteristics shared by both and help us to see and
absorb Shakespeare as another Indian play-
wright,

Shakespeare's was the popular theatre
of its time and brought into the Globe all the
sections and classes of Elizabethan society from
I the richest to the poorest as does the Hindi filin,

the popular culture of our times: seen by the
Birlas and Tatas (up there among the Fortunate
five hundred) as well as by the rickshaw pullers
and pavement dwellers including all the inter-
vening classes between these two extremes of
the highest and the lowest. This has happened
only a very few exceptional times in the world's
cultural history when a while people have
flocked to the theatre or the film. The Hindi film
is the Shakespearean thealre of our times using
the same ‘Masala’ or ingredients or *formulae’
that guarantee popular success. This Hindi film
}in India uses a vigorous mix of passion, melo-
drama, revenge, violence, multiple murders,

song, dance, the supernatural, wit, humour, pa-
| thos, crass clowning, multiple climaxes, dis-
guise, mistaken identity, high poetry and *low’
vulgar prose to present 3 to 4 hours of non-stop
entertainment and powerful drama, gravediggers
and porters, comedy and tragedy, clowns and

malcontents. The grave and the gay alternate to
[
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keep the audience always. interested and in-

volved. Shakespeare of course uses these same
formulas but does much more with them ﬂndl
frequently transcends and transforms them into
something rich and strange through his unri-
valled art and genius. The best of the Hindi films
attemnpt this transcendence too but their success
rate is of course very limited.

A considerable number of Hindi films
appropriate and absorb Shakespeare for their
purposes. Recent record-breaking block busters
Include Bobby, Henna and Q50T-Clayamat se
Cavamat tak (From Catastrope to Cathastrophe)):
all closely based on the Romeo-Juhiet tragic ar-
chetype but transposed into the Indian environ-
ment (e.g. the lovers being on both sides of the
Hindu-Muslim divide); and Agnipath (The Path
of Fire), an Amitav Bacchhan mega-starrer that
unashamedly but powerfully incorporates the
handwashing scene from Macbeth (*A litle
water clears us of this deed"”, *Neptune's
Oceans’, and ‘multitudinous seas incarnadine’
are all brought into telling play with a Mafia
don & killer son confronting an idealistic and
honest mother); or Sholay, a truly great revenge-
tragedy that T ask all my theatre' department stu-
dents to see before [ take up the Oresteian Trag-
edy and for Hamier in the Indian classroom.

This rather sketchy account should give
you enough idea of Shakespeare’s place in In-
dian culture. 1 have left out more than | have put
in. But it should be casy to see that teaching

Shakespeare in the Indian classroom is a most

exciting commitment. | contenmparanize himand
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Eﬂdlﬂﬂ-ﬁ.'fhimin the classroom. Which is not at
all difficult. For Shakespeare is deep down an
Indian writer, writing today as our contempo-
rary, grappling with and exploring Indian

Our Contributor

themes, crises and problems of current concern
that have the power to move and involve us from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
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Paolitics of defection posed a great threat
to Parliamentary Democracy in India, Political
defection and crossing of floor became much
too common and habitual in the State Legisla-
tures after the Fourth General Election and the
result was that an accepted and recognized prac-
tice became a nuisance and menace to the sys-
tem of Parliamentary government itself. In the
political scenario what was normal before 1967
became abnormal and abominable after 1967,
Prior to that the term ‘political defection” did
never occur in the writings of any scholar on
Indian Government and Politics. After that Elec-
tion the subject of political defection became
50 important that it was talked about and de-
bated inside State Legislatures, inside Parlia-
ment, in public forus, party platforms, in news-
papers, academic instilutions and even in com-
mon parlance. .

If any one who was allotted the reserved
Symbol of any Paolitical Party and got elected
as a member of Parlinment or State Legislatures
or Union Territories, voluntarily renounced al-
legiance o, or association with, sich Political
| Party, he was said to have defected. An indi-
vidual or a group of members defects to join
other Political Parties in the Law-making Bod-
ies for the greed and glory of office so that the
group or Party could claim to form a govem-
ment. The individual most active in this regard
puts up claim for Chief Ministership.

In 1967, from March to December, out
of 3447 Legislators 314 changed their Parties

ANTI- DEFECTION AND LIMITATION OF THE SIZE
OF MINISTRIES — 97™ AMENDMENT ACT 2003

Tagar Chandra Bora
Retived Principal
Khagarijan College

and political colours like chameleons. Not o

minee matters, the largest number of defectors |

was from the Congress Party and the number
exceeded 125, In 1969 there were about 1000
acts of defection and counter-defections, some
of them defected as many as five times, One
«M.L.A. was known to have defected five times
to be a Minister only for live days.

The Project Director of the Institute of
Constitutional and Parliamentary Studies in New
Delhi, Subhash Kashyap, published a book in
April 1969 entitled “The Politics of Defection™,
In his book Kashyap said that during the first
year of Defection Politics, as many as 115 de-
Tectors were rewarded with Ministerial gaddis
in Congress, Congress-supported and Non-Con-
gress supporied Governments. Like wildfire the
malady of defection spread so fast that it re-
mained unchecked. And as a result, the experi-
mentation on coalition governments in States
proved a miserable failure or a total fiasco.

There are different causes which lure the
Legislators to defect. The vaulting ambition for
power, a hiatus between the status, emoluments
and benefits attached Lo the Office of a Minister
and that of an ordinary Legislator, loss and
breach of faith in the policies and programmes
of the Party to which he belongs, infighting
within the Party, political bickering etc. are some
of the main causes which lure and lead the Lep-
islators to delect.

Feeling seriously concerned over the

o
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practice and malady of defections in the States,
| attempts to stamp out this nuisance have been
made since 1967, with the first initiative of
Venkata Subbaiah, a senior member of the Con-
gress Party in the Lok Sabha. But the menace
continued.

In May 1973, a Bill to check and com-
bat the evils of Defection was introduced in the
Lok Sabha, which was known as Anti-Defec-
tion Bill. But the fate of the Bill remained un-
decided and was in the balance. And defection
carried on. The first bold step to stop defection
was taken in Jammu & Kagshmir in 1984, De-
fection was banned in the state,

In 1985 the Indian Constitution was
amended and it was known as the 52 Amend-
ment, and the Anti-Defection Act was adopted.
According to that Act if one-third of total mem-
bers defect and join another party in the Legis-
lature, Anti-Defection Act will not be applicable.

But menace still reigned. Legislators are
clected on Party lines and they defect to gain
some political benefits. Meghalaya can be cited
as the latest glaring example of politics of de-
fection. The winter session of Maghalaya As-
senibly began on 15 December 2003, On the
very first day of the session six members of the
MNationalist Congress Party out of 10 defected
and formed Meghalaya Nationalist Congress
Party. They joined the Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance led by the Congress. A hurried and
Iha’lﬁt}' swearing-in-ceremony was held in the
evening of 15 December 2003 and all of them
were accommodated in the Ministry, and 4 were
given Cabinet rank, Thus the practice of
‘Ayaram and Gayaram® went on in full swing
even after the Anti-Defection Act was launched,
Being totally disappointed and fed up over this
nusance of sale and purchase of members of
Parliament and State Legislatures, LK. Guijral,

former Prime Minister of India, on 22 Novem-
b |

ber 1997 commented, “We must siop this na-||
tional plague. If this continues we will have to
say good- bye to democracy.”

There is no gainsaying the fact that
sometimes defection leads to expansion of Min-
istries, Formation of Jumbo size Cabinets in
some States and even at the Centre has become}]
a usnal and regular practice in Indian politics.

Sometimes Minisiry 1s expanded not for
strengthening the same with efficient legislators,
but for appeasing and placating some dissatis-
fied Legislators or for coaxing and accommo- ‘
dating Coalition Partners or under some politi-
cal coercions and compulsions or political pres-
sure. This leads to extra burden or onus on Tax
Payers and public as a whole.

Om 23 April 2003 a decision was taken|
on bringing legislation for limiting the size of|
Ministries and for banning this political may-
hem. But the decision could not be materialized,
It is not justified that more posts of Ministers
should be created at our expense. Ministers are
a drain on public money. Most dangerous man
is one who is with status and without work,
Jumbo Cabinets make a mockery of Parliamen- I
tary Democracy, create political mayhem amd-
also affect performance. It was the BJP that first}
achieved distinction of surpassing all records for ‘
an elephantine and gargantuan Cabinet. In 1997}
the Kalyan Singh Government in Uttar Pradesh|
had close to 100 Ministers — about one-fourth |
of the Assembly Legislators. Uttar Pradesh Chief}
Minister Mayawati had 79 Ministers and Bihar
Chief Minister Rabri Devi 77 Ministers, when|
she was sworn in for the second time in 2000,
Maharastra Chief Minister Shinde inducted 69
Ministers. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister]
Mulayam Singh Jadab has, at present, a ]umbu"
Cahbinet of 97 Ministers — almost one-fourth off
the Assembly of 403 members. '
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Each Minister is flanked by a retinue of
public servants, an entourage of attendants eic.
while travelling and is provided which numer-
ous security personnel, official vehicles, accom-
modation with free gas and power, sundry al-
lowance, a battery of staff and travel perks. It is
very simple to calculate that over a crore of ru-
pees go to waste annually for the royal and flam-
| boyant life-style of each Minister.

Against this backdrop, the Government
decided in 2003 to restrict the size of Minis-

tries at the Centre and in the States. A Standing
I Committee of Parliament was constituted with
44 members to suggest limitation of the size of
Ministries. The Standing Committee of Parlia-
| ment led by Congress leader Pranab Mukherjee
discussed the 97" Amendment Bill thmadﬁare.
Debating the Bill, Mukherjee said, ‘This is an
important step towards cleansing the political
system.” The 97® Amendment Bill was submit-
ted to the Government and the Union Cabinet
approved the Bill on 10 December 2003. The
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
told reporters on 11 December 2003 that the 97*
Amendment Bill would be moved in the Win-
ter Session of Parliament 2003. The 97* Amend-
ment Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha and
| the Lok Sabha passed the Bill unanimously on
16 December 2003 and Rajya Shaba also passed
the Bill.

Replying to the discussion on the Bill
in the Lok Sabha, Law and Justice Minister Arun
Jaitley said, “The measure was brought forward
as the experience of the last 18 years showed
that smaller parties have split mostly to join the
ruling party, so as to get ministerial posts. The
Bill was intended to curb this mischief. This

L]
showed the maturity of Indian Polity. This would
help curb the problem of extraordinary large
size of Ministers”. The landmark legislation
completely banning defections of Legislators
and restricting the size of Ministers both at the
Centre and in the States has now become an Act
(974 Amendment Act) with President of India
giving his consent on 3 January 2004 and the
Act is now known as 97% Amendment Act of
2003. The main provisions of the Act are as
follows :

1, The strength of the Council of Minis-
ters should not exceed 15 percent of the Lower
House both at the Centre and in the States.

2. For small states including most of the
North-Eastern States the minimum size of
Ministry is restricted to 12.

3. The Act has prescribed a deadline to
downsize the Ministries within six months —on
or before 7 July 2004,

4. Bulk defections will no longer be
recognized as legal splits in Parties. Defecting
Legislators, irrespective of their numbers, will
be barred from holding any public office as
minister or any other remunerative political post
till their re-election.

It appears that almost all the States in

India with excess ministers will be forced to cut
the flab at one go on or before 7 July 2004.

The following table will highlight the
existing size of Ministries in different States of
India and their mega-pruning. This 97®
Amendment Act 2003 will force 250 Ministers
1o lose their ministerial jobs and the pruning of
Ministries in the States will save over 250 crore

of rupees annually.
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Name ofthe | Assembly Ministry 5% of | Mimistersto | Ministersto | Amount of
State strength strength et Ministees be axed be added/ | Money to be
present according to included | saved
j Amendment annually by
Y the State
Uttar Pradesh 403 B8 60 18 Rs. 28 Crore
Bihar 243 51 36 16 Rs. 16 Crore
Maharastra 288 1] 43 26 . Rs. 26 Crore
Jammu & 87 ] 12 17 Rs. 27 Crore
Kashmir == d
West Bengal 294 (13 4 5 - Rs. 5 Crore
| Punjsb 117 30 17 13 - Rs. 13 Crore
Himachal 68 11 12 5 Rs. 5 Crare
Pradesh ; :
Rajasthan 200 27 30 - 3 more -
Ministers can
be included
Madhya 230 19 35 R 16 Ministers
Pradesh can be
) y inchuded
Andhra 294, 25 44 A 19 Ministers
| Pradesh ) - can be added
Gujrat 182 6 7 - 11 Ministers
can be added
Tamil Nadu 234 25 35 . 10 Ministers
$ can be added
Haryana 90 9 4 .- 5 Mlinisters .
can be added
 Kematiia 24 34 3 None None ;
Tripura 60 ] 2 6 . Rs. & Crore
MNagaland 60 3 12 21 - Rs. 21 Crore
Meghalaya 60 41 12 29 . Rs. 20 Crore
Assam 126 35 19 16 . Rs. 16 Crore
Mizoram 40 15 12 3 - Rs. 3 Crore
Manipur 60 21 12 9 . Rs. 9 Crore
Arunachal 60 41 12 3l - Rs. 31 Crore
Pradesh
Tharkhand 82 25 12 13 . Rs. 13 Crore
(The statistics of some of the States and Union Territories are not mentioned in the table)
The 97" Amendment Act 2003 willaxe  boom. Now this Act of axing, downsizing or
250 Ministers and the pruning of Ministers in pruning — whatever phrase may be used — of
the States on or before 7 July 2004 will save  Ministers has placed Chief Ministers in a di-
over 250 crore of rupees annually giving the lemma or in an embarrassing situation. What
States” wretched economy a steady boost or  should be the eriteria for axing? Ministerial
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competence or other considerations or adjust-
ment of coalition partners? Clearly, Coalition
governments will have to face bigger threats re-
sulting in a deadlock or an impasse than those
ruled by single party. Such a downsizing of
| Ministers is likely to lead to a virtual political
earthquake, open rebellions, mass defections,
splits in parties and even re-elections and stale-
mate or instability of State governments. But
the framers of the Bill had the foresight to in-
clude a proviso making splits in the Legisla-

ture wing of the Political Parties illegal. There-
fore, desperate Ministers facing or getting the
axe do not have the option to split their parent
party]

Al present in Jammu & Kashmir there
are 39 Ministers in the Assembly of 87 mem-
bers and 27 Ministers are to be axed. Under
Article 370, any Law passed by the Union Gov-
ernment cannot be automatically implemented
in Jammu & Kashmir unless it is ratified by the
Assembly. The Mufti Mahammed Sayeed Gov-
ernment is rather reluctant to ratify the Amend-
ment. Deputy Chief Minister Mangal Ram
Sarma says, “We are not keen to implement this

law because of both political and security com-
pulsions.”

o

By 7 July 2004 more than 250 Minis-
ters will get the axe in various States under the
provisions of the Constitution’s 97" Amendment
Act 2003 and many Chief Ministers have
described the exercise as an “unpleasant and
tough™ task. The problem is particularly acute
and iniricate in the Norith-Eastern States, which
account for half of the ministers geiting the axe.
At least 115 ministers out of 250 to be axed
will lose their ministerial jobs in the 7 (seven)
slates.

This 97" Constitution Amendment Act
2003 is a long-awaited and much-needed Act
te ban and put a brake on political defection,
political mayhem and crossing of floor which
became much too common and much too wide-
spread in State Legislatures after the Fourth
General Election and also to limit tHe size of
Jumbo Ministry at the Centre and in the States
{00,

oao

MN.B.:- This article was submitted on 20 June
2004,




ered to be an incomplete man. All religious cer-

emonies were performed by husband along with
his wife. There are numerous hymns in the
RigVeda indicating the high status accorded to

2 P

woman in Vedic society. For instance, the hymn

10.85 explicitly states that the daughter-in-law
should be treated in the family as a queen by
all members of the family, specially the mother-
in-law, husband, father-in-law etc.

The value to women is also echoed in
our constitution { from article 30 to 51 of the
constitution). The Constitution of India guar-
antees certain rights and privileges to women
through Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles. Article 14 confers on men and
women equal rights and opportunities in po-
litical, economic and social spheres. The Con-
stitution imposes a fundamental duty on every
citizen to renounce all praclices derogatory 10
the dignity of women. The section 25 of Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights appeals (o
|
1
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| LEGISLATIONS IN RESPECT-OF WELFARE ||
OF WOMEN |
| Deepa Saikja
{ Resource Person ) |
NOWGONG LAW COLLEGE
“God dwells there, where women are  the people of the world 1o take care of the
respected” (RigVeda). In ancient India woman  women and children saying that —“*Motherhood |
enjoyed equal status with man in all fields of and childhood are entitled to special care and
life; she received the same education like man. protection”,
Many Hindu religious books like Vedas, ] ’ : _~
Upanisads, Puranas have mentioned the names Why are the special legislations for
of several women, who were great scholars, women reguired ?

w [ ¥ .
E:i::ﬁ;hl.mﬁ?lﬂﬁshﬂ[ i umlf' : Thﬁﬂji 152]‘1'3:; To answer this question we have o go
s bﬁ.lﬂé :]] = mﬁ‘,'nz Sl xe 4 back to the age of Epics, Sutra books which

I = R e e came more than thousand years later than the

RigVeda. Probably from that time the dignity
of women had been derogated. In Maha grantha
Ramayana Sita was compelled to enter into
the burning fire to prove her chastity.

In Mahabharata Dharmaraj Yodhisthir
pawned Draupadi, his wife, in Gambling as if |
she was a movable property rather than a hu-
man being, 1

It is found in Holy Bible that Eve was
accused of giving Adam the fruit of wisdom,

During the ime of Manu, the position
of a woman was so miserable that even wife
battering, widow burning were customs. At that
time a women was nothing but a domestic slave.

Again, during the Muslim rule in India
customs of pardah, child marriage, keeping
Harem by well-to-do persons were responsible
for derogation of status of women in socicty.

So, special legislations became neces-

-s',ary to eradicate these social evils, The follow-
ing are some of the important legislations for
welfare of women. 45 12

| |. THE HINDU WIDOW REMARRIAGE
ACT 1856

This act allows widow to remarry and
| sec. 5 of this act ensures that she should enjoy
all the rights which a married woman does.

2. THE CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT
ACT 1929

After passing this act the minimum mar-
riageable age was fixed at 15 years. Later it was
increased up to 18 years.

3. THE HINDU WOMEN RIGHT TO
PROPERTY ACT 1937 ,

| In traditional society a woman had no
right to property, This act recognizes a widow
of a deceased person as his surviving personal-
ity with the same right as his in his joint prop-
erty.

4. THE HINDU MARRIAGE ACT .1955

This act recognizes the equal nights of
man and woman in the matters of marri age and
divorce. Bigamy is also prohibited by this act.

| 5. THE HINDU SUCCESSION ACT

For the first time absolute ownership of
property was conferred to a woman. This act
| confers equal right to women in the matter of
inheritance of property.

THE SUPPRESSION OF IMMORAL
| TRAFFIC IN WOMEN AND GIRLS ACT

This act deals with the problems of prostitu-
tion. Main object of this act is to reduce the
scope of prostitution. Now protective homes are
established for these unfortunate women. These

lwumm are given (raining in tailoring, toy and
03

b
basket making weaving, and the crafis, so Ihal—l
they may earn their livelihood in a decent way.

DOWRY PROHIBITION ACT 1961

There is hardly any other malady of greater mag-
nitude to which socicty is subjected today than
the curse of dowry demands. This act makes an
effort to do away with dowry system by pro-
hibiting it. It is a common practice in India that
a bride is harassed by her husband and in-laws |
for not bringing adequate dowry. Sometimes the
girl commits suicide on account of this.

Section 6 of the Pre-Natal Diagnoestic
Technology (Regulation and Prevention of
Misuse) Act, 1994, prohibits any person in
charge of a hospital or laboratory from under-
taking any test for the purpose of determining
the sex of the fetus of a child in the womb and
such violation has been made punishable under
Section 22 of the said act with imprisonment
which may extend, upto three years and fine and
any medical practitioner found indulging in such
an act can also be debarred by the State Medi-
cal Council from carrying out any medical prac-
tice.

Besides the above mentioned acts, there
are some other legislations such as Women's
Right 1o Vote 1935, Indian Matemity Act, 1961,
Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971,
Equal Remuneration Act 1976, Family Courts
Act1984, Muslim Women Right to Divorce Act;
1986,Indecent Representation of Women (Pro-
hibition) Act, 1986, Protection of Human Righits
Act 1994, ...... etc which ...... help in the 1m-
provement of status of women in society.

Assault on or use of criminal force
against any woman by a man with the intention
of outraging her modesty, is made punishable
with imprisonment upto two years and /or fine.
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But in spite of these solemn assurances
of various legislations, the crimes against
women have increased day by day because of
some procedural as well as substantive lacunae
in law Moreover, crimes like Rape, Bigamy,
Bogus marriage, Dowry deaths are increasing
because of socio economic status of women.

Ignorance of law, absence qf courage are fac-

tors for which most of the women are tortured
physically, mentally and socially. A girl or
woman in this tradition-bound, non-permissive
society is extremely reluctant to admit any in-
cident, which islikely to reflect on her chastity
She is conscious of danger of being ostracized
by the society or being looked down upon. She
would face the risk of losing love and respect
of her matrimonial house and happiness being
shattered. If she is unmarried she would appre-
hend that if these are published it will be diffi-
| cult for her to secure an alliance with a suitable
match from a respectable and acceptable fam-
ily. As a result, these criminals are frequently
escaping from the nemesis of law. Moreover, a
woman in India is not usvally prepared to bring
an incident of rape etc. to the notice of police
authorities, since she knows that it will be noth-
ing but a beginning of her untold humiliation,
In court also, she has to undergo the most hu-
miliating and nerve-shattering experience of
cross-examination by defence counsel which
will be nothing but adding salt to her injury.

So Criminal Law Amendment Act 1983
widens the definitions of rape and mandatory
punishment has been provided. Misuse of the
official position by the rapist shall be punished
with rigorous imprisonment for a minimum of
ten years. A person committing rape on a woman
who is pregnant or below 12 years of age shall
be liable to be met with same treatment, Amend-
ment of section 327 Crpe says that the trial of

._rlape shall be conducted in Camera. There is

—————:

prohibition in any matter relating to such pro-
ceeding. Again, amendment of sec 114A Evi-
dence Act, is an offence of rape, if the victim
woman disposes before the court that she did
not consent to the sex act, the court will pre-
sume that she did not.

Again, in'a bogus marriage u/s 493 IPC,
cheating affects most of the illiterate women of
our country. They are deceived, enjoyed, and be-
trayed in the name of love, If as a result of this
kind of cheating the girl conceives or gives birth
to a child then the girl has to lead a life of per-
petual shame and the child has to bear the stigma
of illegitimacy.

Another glaring piece of injustice to
women is refusal by the husband to maintain a
married wife Maintenance is a statutory right

a3

which legislature has framed to save vagrancy
at least its consequences The object of legisia-
ture u/s 125 Crpc is to save those discarded
wives; helpless and deserted children; and des-
titute parents from total starvation and death. Yet
our laws regarding maintenance leave much to
be desired. A Man who goes through void or
vaidable marriage can easily throw a poor girl
to the streets. The maintenance amount was fixed
at Rs 500 in the year 1973 as the highest com-
pensation and the same has not been changed
until now although the money value has gone
down to a considerable extent in last 30 years,

But inspite of all these legislations and
amendments the criminals are frequently es-
caped through the web of law because of inad-
equate police investigation, absence of special
magisterial, machinery and above all the socio-
logical factors which encourage such criminals.
So special investigating wing with women po-
lice officers must be established to investigate
the erimes against women. In every session di-

vision of each High Court there should be a sepa-
.

4

rate court to try these offences,

Lastly, to stamp out this menace from
the society the women forums play a very im-
portant role.The role of the women forums
should be to make the women conscions of their
rights, Recently Justice Nowlekar said in the
Law Research Institute of Gauhati High Court
that the most difficulties crop up for the deliv-
ery of justice to women in contrast to man, An
mwareness in the society regarding the rights of
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Judge : How many times have you been to jail
Guilty : Twelve times |

Judge : So you are a hardened criminal .I'll ha
to give you the maximum sentence.

i :i[:,r Why, don’t vou give your regular clients g discount ?

neighbour came to show his new parrot. He h-DH-‘.itEd-. ‘My parrol
‘How did you know that 7" asked Mr. Gupta. ‘Becau
d it to subtract two from twao, it did not say anything.'

Why was the policeman climbing up a tree 7
Rajesh : Because he was a member of a special branch.

women.and their enforcement is theneed of the
hour,

S0 a radical change to socio-economic
status of women is necessary to lmpmuc the
conditions of women.

In the words of Swami Vivekananda,
“There is no chance for welfare of India unless
the condition of women is improved. It is not
possible for a bird to fly only on one wing"”.

o0o0o

GH A WHILE

ok

. a8
an'l

A

T s

.'R




HOME RULE MOVEMENT

The First World War broke out in Au-
gust 1914. The Allied Powers claimed that they

were fighting for freedom and democracy which
was believed by the Indians as true and gave

Mrs. Ruma Duita
Lecturer, Dept. Of History

with a view to making India a mighty self-gov-
erning community. She then started a weekly
review captioned * The Common Weal” on
January 2, 1914, aiming at “Religious Liberty,
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rivals. Motilal Nehru and Tej Bahadur Sapra
joined her Home Rule Movement.

Tilak, who had great admiration for Mrs,
Besant, took a fancy to her Home Rule. After
being released from jail in 1914, he wanted to
reorganize his Nationalist Party to make it a
dynamic force in the National scene, and wanted
to cooperate with the Congress to go along and
to work his own, outside the Congress. Finding
that the moderates were not enthusiastic about
Mrs. Besant’'s Home Rule, he called a

forfeited and a new security of Rs.10,000/- was
levied. Mrs. Besant appeared to the Privy Coun-
cil against this, but her appeal was rejected. She
was than compelled to sell her two presses which
published “The New India” and “Common
Weal”. These papers reappeared barely three
days later under another editor. The Govt. were
wrong to crush the movement. It gathered a new
momentum every day. On January 17, 1917, the
Home Member of the Govt. of India wrote in
secret report, “The position is one of the great

~

the British Govt. utmost support in their war
effort with the hope that the British would re-
| ward India’s Loyalty which was shattered. Dur-
ing this period, the Congress was divided be-
tween the moderates like Gopal Krishna
Gokhale and the extremists like Bal Gangadhar

Tilak. Leader like Surendra Nath Banerjee
I feared that if the Govt. did not do any reform

National Education, Social Reform and Politi- §||
cal Reform”. She went to England with a view
to forming an Indian party in Parliament, but
did not succeed, although she could gather sym-
-pathy by making speeches in many places for
India's freedom. |

After coming back from England, she

conference of the Nationalists in Puna(Pune) in
December 1915 where he got full support and
later in April 1916 he established the Indian
Home Rule League at Puna(Pune). Its objec-
tive was to attain self government within the
British empire by the constitutional means.
Joseph Baptista and N.C. Kelkar were appointed

difficulty. Moderate leaders can common and no
support among the local classes who are being
lead at the heels of Tilak and Besant.” And he
recommended to the Secretary of State for In-
dia to grant the reform proposals sent to him.

Several Provincial Govts. now debarred

immediately the moderates’ hold on people
would weaken. This came true. Mrs. Anne
Besant felt, “The moment of England’s diffi-
culty is the moment of India’s opportunity”. She
started the Home Rule League, later supported
by Tilak. It aimed at self-government for India
within British Commonwealth. Mrs. Besant was
more Indian than most of the Indians. She was
courageous with determination and drive. Her
| movement made a great impact upon the people
and they awaited the newspaper “New India”
edited by her, and read it with great enthusiasm
and earnestness.

Mrs. Annie Besant was Irish by birth and

came to India in 1893. She founded the Central
Hindu College in Benaras which later become
a full-fledged University. It was the good for-
tune that she took India as her home. She de-
voted herself for the social and educational up-
lift of the people of India. But she realized that
the uplift of the people is not possible unless
the Nation is free. So she plunged into Politics,

started a daily newspaper on July 14, 1915 by
the name of “New India”. Two months later she
made a speech in Bombay(Mumbai) and placed
her concept of self rule before the nation. *I
mean by self government that the country shall
have a government by councils, elected by the

people and responsible to the house.” On Sept. I

28, 1915 she made a formal declaration that she
would start the Home Rule League with Home

Rule for India as its objectives. She also de- |

clared that the League would be an auxiliary
body to the Indian National Congress. The
moderates did not support the idea as they
thought that this might weaken the Congress

organizationally and emotionally. Finding no |

support from them, she herself formally inau-

gurated the Home Rule League at Madras in |
Sept. 1916. It soon gave fresh impetus and !

gained momentum. Branches were opened in
Bombay (Mumbai), Kanpur, Allahabad,
Benaras, Mathura Calicut, and Ahmed Nagar,
Her campaign through “New India™ and “The
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Common Weal” got a good impact even on her

its President and Secretary respectively. Tilak
was its guiding spirit. He wrote articles in
“Mahratta” and “Kesari’ about Home Rule
which became a popular catchword and this
earned him the title “Lokmanya” i.e. respected
by the people. He travelled extensively and
could impress the people with the idea of Home
Rule. Although Tilak and Mrs. Besant worked
separately they did have an understanding. Tilak
worked actively in Maharastra and Central
Provinces leaving the rest of the country to Mrs.
Besant.

As the Home Rule movement spread
like wildfire, the authorities decided to crush it.
They instituted a case against Tilak in July 1916
for certain speeches asking him to finish a
personal bond of Rs. 20,000/~ with two securi-
ties of Rs.10,000/- each for ensuring good
behaviour for a year. But the Bombay High
Court set aside the order. A security of Rs. 2,000/
- was also obtained from “The New India”
edited by Mrs. Besant, that was later for

Tilak and Mrs. Besant from entering their prov-
inces. The Madras Govt. ordered internment of
Mrs. Besant. Gales of strong resentment and
protest swept the whole nation. There were
protests abroad also. As a result, the moderates
lost their hold and Mrs. Besant was elected Presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress in
Calcutta(Kolkata) in 1917. In her Presidential
address Mrs. Besant thundered, “India demands
Home Rule for two reasons ...... First, because
freedom is the birth right of every nation; sec-
ondly, because her most important interests are
now made subservient to the interests of the
British empire without her consent and her re-
sources are not utilized for her greatest needs. It
is enough only to mention the money spent on
her army not for local defence, but for imperial
purposes, as compared with that spent on pri-
mary education.” Her address bore a striking
contrast to the Presidential address of the former
Congress leaders.

At the end of the first year, “The Indian

Home Rule League™ of Tilak had 14,000 mem-
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bers enrolled. At the Nasik Convention, he ex-
plained that his organization was totally differ-
ent from that of Indian National Congress, Con-
gress was passing some resolutions from time
[ to time. But his league is totally revolutionary

and it would not stop until its goal is achieved.
The Home Rule League would wind up only
when the Home Rule would be granted by the
British Govt, The workers of the league were
very active. They took the message [0 every
comer of the country. The local Govt. became
very apprehensive of their activities and so sent
anxious reports to the Viceroy. He apprised the
Secretary of State for India that Mrs. Besant,
Tilak and others are conducting the agitation
for immediate Home Rule attracting people en
masse, having mischievous effect on public feel-
ing throughout the country. As a result, Mr. E.
S. Montagne made his historic announcement
on August 20,1917 declaring responsible Govt.
as a goal of British policy in India.

The influence of Home Rule movement
was not confined to India alone. Sir
Subrahmania Aiyer, retired judge of Madras
High Court, wrote a letter to President Wilson
of America on June 24, 1917, the publication
of which made a furore in British Parliament.
But the letter made a wonderful impact in
America, where a Home Rule League was es-
tablished in New York. It started a monthly jour-

nal called “Young India”, Leaders like Lala
Lajpat Rai, K. D, Shastn visited America and
toured extensively to enlighten and win support
for the cause of India's freedom. In 1918 Tilak
wrote to Mr. Clemenceau, President of the
“Peace Conference”, to solve the Indian prob-
lem so that India might emerge as a leading

power in Asia and a powerful member in lhc!
League of Nation and would contribule towards
world peace. A Home Rule League was also es-
tablished in London. Mrs. Besant wrote to its
British members, “Help us to become a freul

commonwealth under the British crown and we
will bring our manpower to secure the world
peace, Our people have died in your war for free-
dom. Will you consent that the children of our
dead remain a subject race™ The activities of
the Home Rule Movement soon produced re-
sults. The Labour Party Conference at
Nottingham passed ‘a unanimous resolution in
1918 in favour of the Home Rule for India. Thus |
the Home Rule Movement made a turning poinl
of our freedom struggle. It focussed the public
attention whether freedom could be won with
the guidance of the armchair politicians or that
to devote all their energy and capabilitics ml
break the shackle of their slavery. The new ideal
soon became a beacon and torchbearer to all our
patriots and helped bring our freedom nearer to
our door.
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In 1773 Warren Hastings became Gov-

ernor - General of Bengal. The number of In-
dians who acquired a knowledge of English
grew greatly. And English was in fact, if not in
low, the language of commercial and adminis-
trative business. The East India Company did
not have an educational policy till 1813.
Schools for the teaching of English sprang up.
Western missionaries arrived on the scene and
helped to meet the growing demand for English.
Although a controversy developed about the
language of education or the medium of instruc-
tion in India - the controversy is still on -, the

ultimate decision to take up English had the
backing of many leaders of Indian opinion,
With the establishment of the first universities
in 1857, English, though a foreign language,
became an Indian language for all practical pur-
poses. Obviously, the recent cry of ‘Drive En-
glish away and save vernacular’ is a cry for
putting the clock back. The inevitable result of
downgrading English or the emphasis on ver-
nacular as the medium of instruction in parts
of India has been a general decline ol academic
standard.

English isa tricky and funny language,

A young learner in India will simply despair
of ever learning to speak and write the language

| with any confidence and think it has hardly any
rules or that there are more exceptions than

I rules. He will face difficulty to pick it up. He

ENGLISH TEACHING IN UNDERGRADUATE

LEVEL
ITS PROBLEMS AND REMEDIES

b

Krishna Chandra Maji
Lecturer, Khagarijan College

may also think that it follows no system either
in its grammar or in spelling. He may wonder §/
how the English men themselves can speak and
write English! He is told they can't. In a film
(My Fair Lady) he saw, one character keeps ask-
ing, “Why can’t the English speak English 7
Need he wonder then that the foreigner finds
the language so very puzzling?

A series of questions will come to the
mind of overseas students : why should “laugh’
be pronounced as “luf” 7 Why should *U’ have
one sound in *dull’ and another in “duke’ 7 Spell-
ing is so puzzling! The noun is "humour®, but
the adjective ‘humorous’ with ‘u’ dropped. The
participal form ‘coming’ has not the "¢’ which
‘come’ has, and the cardinal ‘nine’ has the ordi-
nal ‘ninth” with ‘e’ dropped. He will never fully
understand where to use ‘shall” or where *will”
and where ‘can’ or where ‘may’. The articles
and determiners are again confusing. Why “a’
university? Why ‘many boys' and why ‘much
milk® 7 Should the learners say "a hotel’ or *an
hotel® ? He is not quite sure. *‘The', however, is
the worst of articles. For the life of his he is
never sure where to use “the” and where not to.
There is so much difference in meaning between
“go to school® and ‘go to the school’. It is all
due to the definite article. Tenses are another
stumbling block. Present, past and future get
very much mixed up as he writes. His worst
bughear is, however, ‘preposition’. Why ‘in
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Guwahati' but *at Dispur’? Why should the
learners say ‘deal in tea’ but ‘deal with custom-
ers’? No good reason can be given.

g
i |

Not everyone who learns English in In-
dia is taught directly by a native speaker of the
language. An English schoolboy learns English
analytically and does ‘grammar’ as an analyti-
cal exercise, but the foreign student needs to
learn the mechanics of the language. Apart from
the natural difficulties involved in learning a
foreign langue like English, the Indian learner
has special problems. He can rarely hear En-
glish spoken by a person whose ‘mother tongue’
is English. A language learnt wholly from books
will lead to be bookish, shallow, and also suffer
from a tendency towards spelling-pronuncia-

| tion. There will be a natural tendency to think

in one's own language, and translate the thought
into the ‘foreign® language. These processes
affect the early learners of English - particu-
larly the learners in undergraduate level - in In-

| dia. One of the difficulties or bottlenecks of

treating English as a foreign language and at
the same time using it as a constantly required
second language is that of keeping in touch with
the changes (semantic, phonetie, tonetic and in
levels of usage) that take place in the language
among the native speakers. Even the natives
cannot always keep pace with the rapid changes.

And some changes take place despite the resis-
tance and protest of grammarians and philolo-
gists,

Jolted by the mechanism and rules of
English grammar an Indian student in under-
graduate level whose main and only motto is to
pass an examination in English finds no inter-
est in the subject and the teacher, too, fails to
create interest and give fillip in him for the lan-

guage. Again, numerous are the types of En-
glish. There are various kinds of written and
spoken English. The private-diary, for example,

can be in any style; there are no rules for it. But
other occasions require particular styles. For in-
stance, in an examination the standard has to be
adjusted to the expectations of the marker or
grader. A witness’s account of an accident ought
to be plain and factual and carefully arranged,
and a telephone conversation imposes on the
speaker quite different manner from that he
would adopt for a meeting. There are as many |
kinds of English as there are purposes in writ-
ing nndlr;ach requires the appropriate mode of
expression.

This will be daunting if it means that the
learner has to acquire skill in so many types of
writing. But that is not the case; progress in one
particular branch of a language is usually ac-
companied by all- round improvement, It is a
matter of choosing the right words for the needs
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of the oceasion, and the right choice becomes a
matter of habit.

‘Some typical mistakes are made by over-
seas students. Many errors of their construction
are the result of forming sentences through anal-
ogy- Thus, He ordered me to go and He advised
me o 2o are correct and the student may under-
standably but incorrectly write He suggesied me
10 go instead of He suggested that 1 should go;
similarly, The boy is going to sleep and Your
mather is going to work are both correct, and

e

by analogy the student may write T am going to
swim, when he means ] am going for  swim or
ILam going swimming. The student should there-

fore be careful to avoid nonsensical sentences,

Hence the practical and functional nature of
grammar should always be emphasized, and the
functional grammar should be taught through
diagrams and tables and through good help -

books

A learner of English as a foreign or o
ond language in the undergraduate level is - or
should be - more concerned with sentence build-
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ing. For this he needs to be more acquainted
with the patterns of English sentences. He needs
to know how words collocate, o know where
certain classes of words, and which of these
words, have their normal places in sentences.
He needs to know what alternative positions
there are.

‘During the 1930s," says A S Homby in
the preface to the second Edition of Guide to
Patterns and Usage in English, *much attention
was paid to the selection of vocabulary items
for use in courses for those learning English as
a foreign language. Comparatively little atten-
tion was paid to the patterns of structures of the
language'. The situation has changed during the
last sixty years, and today the emphasis has
shifted from vocabulary control to structures and
patterns.

The most important patterns are those
of verbs. Unless the learner becomes familiar
with these he will be unable to use his vocabu-
lary. It is important, too, that the learner, when
he uses a noun or adjective, should be familiar
with the patterns in which it is used. When he
uses such adjectives as kind and, thoughtful, he
should be familiar with their use and transfor-
mation after introductory if or exclamatory how,

It was kind / thoughtful of you to send
[lowers.

How kind / thoughtful of you to send

The learner who wishes to speak and
write English is rightly concemed with gram-
matical correctness. He should also be con-
cerned with being idiomatic. He will never write
sentences like Three doors are in this room or
Two thousand books are in our library which
are not grammatically incorrect, but unaccept-
able because these are not idiomatic. Again, he

will use the kind of English that will not strike

by

the listener or reader as being artificial, or for- l
mal when an informal style is appropriate. The
starting point of a foreign leamer will be - or
should be - with the anxiliary and modal verbs
as be, have. can / could, will /would, shall /

should, may /might, must, ought to one by one
and the teacher will describe their functions very

clearly. The concept of obligation can be ex-}§||
pressed by the use of such words as necessity /
necessary, compel / compulsion / ecompulsory,
oblige / obligation / ohligatorv. Except in for-
mal style a native speaker is unlikely to use these I
words. He will prefer constructions with have
Lo, have got to, must, ought to or should, These
words are often more difficult for the foreign
learner of English than the more formal words.
Some of them are irregular and defective verbs,
The beginner is tempted to use the more formal
verbs because their patterns are easier than the
patterns for words used in informal or colloguial
/ conversational style. By grouping together the
various ways in which such concepts as obliga-
tion and necessity, permission, possibility,
achievement, hopes and wishes are expressed
with numerous examples, the learner-particu-
larly in undergraduate level - is enabled 1o be-
come familiar with the ways used most fre-
quently to express these concepts. Besides these,
the problems of time and tense pose (o be very
acute to the foreign learner of English.

‘It will be practical not to present the
learner with specimens of incorrect English and
then require him to point out and correct the er-
rors. Such a procedure in the form of expres-
sion is harmful,’ says A. S. Hornby. But there
may be room for debate,

Language, like a flowing river, has a life
of its own, and goes on its own way. A living
language, like a living organism, expericnces
loss and addition in the elements that compose
it, It is constantly changing, adding new expres-
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sions, dropping others, and regarding as a mis-
take one year what will be perfectly acceptable
next year. Moreover, some of the grammatical
forms and constructions deemed correct by the
writers of various excellent guides to English
are outdated, obsolete and rarely used, exen by
educated people and the setters of examination
papers. A dynamic language, English, too,
| grows and changes more rapidly than a language

that is in a more passive and torpid situation,
creating puzzles and problems to the foreign
Ilﬁﬂma. For example, the constructions ‘He is

taller than me’, *“The two brothers quarrelled
with one apother’, ‘Let us aim to do good’,
which were frowned upon by grammarians, are
now recognized as idiomatic.

I To sum up, English, the window to the
waorld at large, is now a lingua franca not
a foreign language. It should be treated as an
Indian language. We cannot scrap it. Stagnation
and decay will reign because of the dearth of
| knowledge of English. So English should be
taught in early stages of education to root out
all the problems faced by the foreign learners.
It will be taught by the expertise of our highly
trained teachers and, if possible, by native teach-
ers. Areas of particular difficulty of the student
(learner) in undergraduate level should be given
special care, attention and emphasis, Teachers
should apply their own discretion to teach the
studenis who use English as a second language.
Teachers should evaluate the standard of the stu-
dent first and then apply teaching tools, maten-
als and devices accordingly. Differences between
conversational / colloquial / informal usage and
strict grammatical forms will be shown but the
emphasis will be on conversational forms,
Again, writing habit must be emphasized. Ex-
planations and examples will be brought up-to-
date. The correcting of students’ work by stu-
dents is a most effective method, because leamn-

ers pay more attention to each other’s comments
L3

™
than to those of a teacher. Information on gram-

matical titbits. (Such as basic sentence patterns,
gerund and infinitives, sentence expansion
through subordination, sentence expansion
through coordination, count (able) and uncount
(able) nouns, modal auxiliaries, determiners, the
passive, the reported speech etc.) and also on
composition (for example, writing an outline,
making notes, wriling a. summary and precis,

paragraph writing, letter writing etc.) should be I
thoroughly given. Conversation drills, dialogue
and pronunciation drills should also be empha-
gsized. A teacher's task is to point out the mis-
take, but the Sﬂlf-ﬂﬂ'UEEiUIJSﬂESS. ﬂﬂﬂceﬂh‘alinn,l
zeal for self-improvement and devotion of the
student (learner) will play a vital role in this re-
gard, In fine, I must quote what the educationist
Kohli says, ‘A poor teacher tells, an average |
teacher explains, a good teacher demonstrates,
the great teacher inspires”. I think a learner of
English in India will make headway and try his
level best to improve the standard of English |
with the constant inspiration of a *great” teacher.
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I [NTRODUCTION :

Micro finance concepts have existed
since 1904, when cooperative sociely act was
passed for ensuring production credit loans for
farmers through primary credit societies. The
Syndicate Bank which began functioning in
1921 concentrated on raising micro deposits in
the form of daily/weekly savings and micro
loans for its constituents. However, it has be-
come very popular first in rural Bangladesh
through Gramin Bank. Prof. Mohammad
Yunush first started (in the mid of 1970) to ex-
tend small amount of loan to the BPL popula-
tion in group of five members without any col-
lateral. The security was implicit in the pro-
cesses itself.

In India, since the inception of
| DWCRA, TRYSEM, IRDP (revamped as
SGSY, modeled 1999, April) the concept of
micro finance gained more and more impor-
tance.

MEANING :

Micro finance is defined as the provi-
gion of thrift, credit and other financing services
and products in very small amount to the poor
for enabling them to raise their income levels
and improve their living standards.

Thus, Micro Credit refers to the entire
| rank of financial services available, such as sav-
ings and insurance, production and investment
credit, housing finance for the poor and includes
skill vpgradation and entrepreneurial develop-

ment that will enable them to evercome abys-
J :

AN ASSESSMENT OF MICRO CREDIT IN NORTH
EAST INDIA

by

Selima Sultana Khandakar I
Lecturer, Dept. of Economics

mal poverty. Micro Credit provides loan sup-
port in small doses along with training and other
services to people who are resource poor but
who are able to undertake economic activities.

In other words, Micro Credit is one way
of reaching the hardcore and assetless poor who
have demonstrated effectiveness.

: 110N OF SELF HELP
GROUPS (SHGS) AND THEIR FUNC-
TIONS ; |

Now, the availability of Micro Credit is
possible through the SGH system. Social mo-
bilization through SHGs is inevitable for eco-
nomic empowerment and poveriy allevialion.
Accordingly, SHG is a small group formed of
10-20 members, economically homogeneous
and cohesive group of rural people veluntarily

formed to perform functions such as :- 1

L. Emphasis on regular smail savings

2. Mutual agreement to contribute to a
common fund|

3. Meeting emergency needs on miual I
help basis

4. Making collective decisions

. Solution of conflicts through collec
tive decisions

6. Provision of collateral free loan on
terms and conditions as desired by
the group. 1
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RELEVANCE OF MICRO CREDIT FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN NORTH-
EAST INDIA :

| The economic scenerio of North-East [n-
dia sharply differs from the one that prevails in
industrially advanced states of our country. Here
the prevalence of chronic under-employment or

| disguised unemployment in the rural sector, the
existence of urban unemployment among the
educated classes, shortage of capital equipment

| or other complementary resources etc. are
prominent.

According to the 55% round of Poverty
Estimates of National Sample Survey Organi-
zation (NSSO) published in The Times of In-
dia, a national daily, on 19 July 2003 the people
below poverty line in NER is 131.53 lakh as
§ compared to the All India figure which is 260
million. Assam is the poorest among NE States
with 92.17 lakh as BPL people followed by
12,53 lakh in Tripura, 7.89 lakh in Maghalaya,
6.53 lakh in Manipur, 5.21 lakh in Nagaland,
3.80 lakh in Arunachal Pradesh, 2 lakh in Sikkim
and 1.40 lakh in Mizoram. Poverty exists in this
NER despite 9 schemes launched by the Cen-
tral Govt. for rural development like DWCRA,
TRYSEM, IRDP/SGSY etc.

Even though the country has already cel-
ebrated 56 years independence, the NE region
still remains backward compared to the rest of

I other parts of the country. One most telling fail-
ure or fiasco has been our inability to tackle and
combat poverty at the grass-root level. The
change in development strategy since the early
| 1990s with Iiberalization and globalization as
115 driving force has added and aggravated its
own inner dynamic and uncertainties, particu-
larly for the rural and urban poor. Market driven
economic development, which is what liberal-
ization and globalization is all about, is no

ks ¥
recepter of persons and humanity. 1T the min iﬁ
mum wants of the people are not met quickly |
and the perceptible change is not brought about
in the quality of life amongst the urban and ru-
ral poor, this country will head for a breakup
and all the good works done for national inte-
gration in the past fifty 5ix years would fall flat
and be futile,

GOVT. AGENCIES, SHGS AND THEIR
EERFORMANCES IN ASSAM ;

The last three or four vears have seen
mushroom growth of SHGs in Aszam to caich
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up the pace of SHG growih in Southern States.
Though late, NABARD, SIRD and district ad- |
ministration suddenly woke up to the situation
and are presently putting great siress on group
formation and scaling up Group's Credit link-
ages with the bank. According to the latest re- |
port published in Amar Asom, 2 local daily, there
are at present about 59,000 SHGs. It is interest- §
ing to note that out of this total number of SHGS,
Women SHGs alone figure at about 17,000,
Thus, it can be concluded that women are play-
ing a very vital and pesitive role in the forma-
tion of SHGs in Assam.

From 1999 till 2002-03. Central Govt. |
made approval or gave economic sanction of Rs.
24.442.64 lakh under SGSY scheme. ITn E{Jﬂi-l
03 the State Govt. allecated Rs. 617,30 |akh as
against the Central Govi's sanction of Rs.§
2802.61 lakh. But to our utter surprise and dis-

may, because of the failure of the State Govt. 10
submit utilization certificate of fund to the Cen- |
tral Govt, the latter sanctioned only 50,15% of

its share. As a result of this, only 40% of fund
under SGSY scheme is being utilized in Assam
till the report is prepared.

During April 2000 — January 2003, a surs

vey was conducted by Dr. G, Purkastha on the

activities of SHGs in Assam (Source Poyobhara
June, 2003). Dr. Purkastha visited 18 villages
I in Assam, — six each in Kamrup, Nagaon and
Karimganj districts. He interviewed as many as
500 households. The study included 125 mem-
ber - households from 100 SHGs spread over
10 GP areas and 3 NGOs working in the sample
villages. His findings were :-
IN KARIMGAN] DISTRICT :-

i) 30 SHGs were reported to have been
provided with Bank Credit. ii) 50 SHGs were
| in the process of getting either revolving fund
or Bank Credit with nearly 50% subsidy. iii) 27
SHGs with linkages to Bank Credit got Rs.
25,000/- to Rs. 20,000/- respectively for projects
like poultry keeping, goat rearing, fishery, agro-
service centre, banana and ginger farming, food
processing ete.

IS =

1) 20 SHGs were found taking shape
under the guidance of two FMCs (Field Man-
agement Committee). And out of total 20 SHGs
women groups were 13.

1) Only 6 SHGs were found taking shape
under the supervision of different Block offi-
cials,

It was observed that many SHGs were
| doing business quite sincerely and creditably
cither jomntly or singly. Though it is too casy to
comment on the performances and fate of SHGs
in rural Assam, one positive thing is that their

--q
repayment ratio or monthly contribution to the
common fund was found regular and very satis-
factory by any standard. Quite a few groups
raised their monthly contribution after receiv-
ing revolving fund.

It was also observed that the SHG move- |
ment had been more successful in those villages
where group formation was done under NGO
supervision, while the performance was very
limited where different Govt. agencies were di-
rectly involved, simply to achieve the target.

At present in the North-East India Govt. I
agencies like NABARD, NEDF, RGVN,
Panchayet and SHG, NGO are also operating
for the micro-credit system.

In this writing an attempt has been made
to assess the operations and performances of I
NABARD in NER with consideration to SHG.

The three district linkage models for pur-
veying financial assistance by banks of India
are:-

Madel I - SHG formed and financed by |
banks.

Model TI-  SHG formed by NGO and for-
mal apencies but directly fi-
nanced by banks.

Model 111 -  SHG financial by banks using

NGOs as financial intermediar-
ies.

The following table highlights SHG -
bank linkage model wise cumulative position
in North-East India.
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Table No 1/ SHG - bank linkage model wise cumulative position

( Rs. Million)

S1 No. State MODEL 1 MODEL I MODEL 111 Total
SHGs formed and SHGs SHGs financed
financed by banks formed by formal  |by banks through
agencies and NGOs NGOs
but directly financed
by banks
No. o No. of No, of | Bank [No. off Bank|
SHG*:EI Bank loarl | e |Bankloarl| g | o SHG: loarl
1. |Assam 1,761 25.74 1,334 16.67 g2 3.00 13477 455
2, |Aurnachal - - 108 2.00 - 0.51 108 | 251
Pradesh 1
3. |[Manipur - - 157 4.30 5 3.21 162 | 7.508
4. |Meghalaya 0.01 111 2.57 66 - 179 | 2.58
5. |Sikkim - - 24 0.66 - - 24 | 066
6. |Nagaland 15 0.58 - - - - 15 | 058
7. |Tripura 104 0.98 - & . . 104 | 0.98
8. |Mizoram - - . . . , 5 - b
Tortal 1,882 27.31 1,734 26.20 | 453 6.81 |4069|60.32]

Source : Annual Progress Report, NABARD.

The above table depicts that Assam has
the highest number of SHGs compared to the
other States of NER. The table further shows
that the formation of SHGs is yet to start in
Mizoram. It also reveals that loan disbursement
by this bank to these sister states constitutes
60.32% of its total disbursement.

The SHGs that are operating in NER
have a very remarkably low level of linkage with
banks than other region. When we undertake a
comparative study, it is quite evident that dur-
ing the year 2002-03, the number of SHGs credit
linked is highest in Andhra Pradesh with 79,037
SHGs followed by Tamilnadu with 35,701
SHGs. Compared with these states the number

of SHGs credit linkage is very low in North-
Eastern States. During the year 2,453 SHGs pro-

I
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vided with bank loan in Assam followed by 97 tl '

SHGs in Tripura, 28 in Manipur and a single
SHG in Sikkim. The amount of bank loan dur-
ing 1* April 2002 to 31st March 2003 was
slightly higher than the previous years in Assam
(31.85 million) and Tripura (Rs. 0.65 million),

This situation can again be represented

in terms of the following table. (Previous year
cumulative bank loan is considered).

Table Mo, IT : SHG - bank linkage - Re-
gional {State wise) Spread of physical and fi-

nancial progress up to 31* March 2003. 1
|
|

spread of physical and financial progress
of NER/

In Assam the no of SHGs provided
with bank loan during 2002-03 is higher
than the cumulative number of SHGs pro-
vided with bank loan up to 31* March
2002. In case of Tripura it is almost 14
times higher than the cumulative num-
| ber of SHGs provided with bank loans
up to 31 March 2002, The impressive
Ig,mwtfl of SHGs bank linkage is due to

;':: State ;umu!u{iw No. of SHGs | Cumulativ | Cumulative | Bank loan | Cumulative 3
I . i ?t SHG.S Provided e No. of \ bank loan | during 1™ | bank loan |
Provided with | with bank SHGs up to 317 April up to 31"
bank loan up | loan during | Provided | March 2002 | 2002 March 2003
to 31% March | 1® April 2002 | with bank wodist 1
| 2002 to31st March | loan up to March i
2003 1 2003 |
March '
| 2003 1]
I | Assam 1024 2453 3477 13.65 3185 43.50
2. | Meghalava 179 - 179 5.19 - 5.79 ‘
3. | Tripura 1 97 104 0.33 (.65 0.98
4. | Sikkim 23 ! 24 0.44 0.2 (.66 1 I
| 5. | Manipur 134 28 162 2.61 220 481 |
6. | Aurnachal 108 - 108 2.00 : 200 |
Pradesh
7. | Nagaland 13 - 13 (1.5% - 0.58
| Total 1,490 2,579 4.069 2540 | 3492 6,32 i
Source : Annual Progress Report, NABARD,
| The above table shows State wise

other financial institutions like Regional
Rural Bank, District Control Coopera-
tive Society etc. in coordination with vol- I
untary agencies. To have an idea regard-
ing the picture, let us consider the fol-
lowing tables III and IV respectively.

the initiative taken by the NABARD and ‘

Table III : SHG -bank linkage- Physical
and financial Progress of Participating
RRBs and DCCBs up to 31* March 2003. |
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(s milion) Table IV : SHG - bank linkage - District wise details of Physical and Financial Progress up to
o Mo S L 2003
Cumulativ | No. of Cumulativ | Cumulativ | Bank loan | Cumulati i |
e MNo.of | SHGs e¢No.of | e bank disbursed | ve bank
Sl SHGs |Provided | SHGs loan during 1" | loan o
No STATE Provided | with bank | Provided disbum;i .hpﬁLlﬂﬂi di:-'.hurae;l | (Rs. million)
i during i to 31 toll (]
;::: bmllé [::'mﬁpnl ﬁm E&l‘ﬂh "r.{ll"ﬂh 2003 ;Eﬁlt’:l L:umulm:ivc No. of SHGskumu!aLivﬁ Cumulativel Bank loan| Cumula-
3] 2{“]2 o 3[‘ 3-|ll m 1ﬂu3 =1 H Mame ﬂf Dastrict Mo. of Provided ND. of bank ]ga_d dlshl.ISﬂ'-" tive hank
March March 2003 | March r No. SHGs with Bank SHGs disbused during 1* loan
2002 2003 i- Provided | loan dlll'iﬂg Provided up o 3= .F'Lpril 2002 disbuszed
e with bank [1M April 2002 with bank | March to 31 | up o314
1. | Cacher Gramin Bank 26 11| 197 1.06 1.08 2.14 loan up to to 31* March In:n upto | 2002 March 2002  March
2. | Lakhimi Geonlia Bank | 498 05 | HB | 682 | 1604 | 2286 o WP e i (7 i B
3. | Longpi Dehangi Rural 26 33 59 0,50 0.93 1.43 J
4. | Pragiyotish Gaonlia 183 1,239 1422 2.54 11.80 14.34 AT :
Bank . a ABSA
5. | Subansiri Gramin Bank | 46 3 17 0.74 0.40 114 i . | Borpeta = 303 325 0.56 .97 233
Total = 839 | 2319 | 3138 | 1166 | 3025 | a191 |fff L. | Beopeigaon 3 k o R Lt 1
T | 4. | Darrang 76 244 320 0.50 2.13 263
| 1. ] Khasi Jaintia Ka GB ol 17 0.31 - | 0% ]} ; 5 _ : .
NAGALAND b 5. | Dhemaji 27 11 38 049 0.17 066 |
_ 6. | Dibrugarh 7 5 12 0.08 0.05 .13
1, | Nagaland Rural Bank | 15 2 15 0.58 : 0.58 7. | Dhubri 10 28 B o 0.32 049 |
TRIPURA 8. | Golapara 3 50 53 0.08 044 052 |
I 1. | Tripura Gramin Bank 3 93 96 0.15 0.59 0.74 | 9. | Golaghat 37 68 105 0.27 0.7l (.98
Sub Total = 974 | 2412 | 386 | 1270 | 3084 | 43.54 (Il ‘l‘: E::T:up ig ST ';333 g;’} g-ﬁ IH;
Name of the DCCB l 12. | Karbi Anglong % 33 59 0,60 093 1.53
| _ ASSAM 13. | Karimganj 16 - 16 0.02 - | 00
1. | Sibsagar DCCB 6 24 30 0.15 0.44 059 | 14. | Lakhimpur 19 17 36 0.25 0.20 0.45
2. | Assam Co-operative - 7 7 - 0.18 0.18 15. | Morigaon 365 493 853 5.0 10.47 1548
Apex Bank Lid. 16. | Nagaon 128 245 n 1.95 3.61 5.56
Total = 6 3 37 0.15 0.62 0.77 17 | Nalbari 17 4 41 0.39 0.29 (.68
TRIPURA 18. | Sibsagar 30 52 82 0.35 0.70 105
I. Tripura State Co- 2 4 6 0.02 0.06 0.08 19. Sﬂlr'litpttr . L 445 523 093 4.62 5.‘5{:
e Bank | sk LA LT B e
e — e 1 .| Kokrajhar : AL
Sub Total = 8 35 43 0.17 0.68 0.85 \ 2. | Tingukia : 3 3 g 003 0.0
Source : Annual Progress Report, NABARD. " I Total = 1,024 2453 1477 13.65 11 .85 45.68 |
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. (Rs. million district (523). The SHGs bank linkage was the plight of the rural poor, so long as NGOs,
{‘:& ﬁﬂgﬂiw ;[;ESF ﬂu;:fﬁ_ ;ﬂ*:lﬂiw S}'?,k qu :L‘unl:-timiw lowest in Tinsukia (03) and Hailakandi (03)dis- Panchayats and banks worked in tandem.
; ve nk loan ishurse wank loan : - : .
SHGs Provided |SHGs | disbursed up | during 1® | disbursed “;g;gg‘;ﬁff m‘f ft“%jﬂ;g - Eﬂtg‘gh“‘ g: But despite all the positive and healthy
Provided | withbank | Frovided | 1w 317 April 2002 | up w 31" G T I L OLCISIHCt Was 64, 4o yelopment or a steady boost in rural economy
with bank | loan during | with bank | March 2002 | 10 31% Masch but during 2002-03 no such groups cantered the 3 100k place in recent past, it still falls short ||
L] ' -
;‘}T ]I'fip:itr:h ;m‘;"'!:I ]'-l“liﬂ pria ;'E}';“h sl PEORRSR: of our expectation and satisfaction. Even though ||
: Conclusion : Iy allocates funds for the ||
2002 31" March | March '- the Centre generously . :
I 2003 '_-[:}r; | The experience of Micro Credit clearly smooth and rapid development of lt'u_s region, I
| MEGHALAYA | shows that the poor are bankable and that pov- the State governments dawdle and dilly-dally
I. | West Khasi Hills al 6 0.58 058 R : . o to utilize the allocated found and fail to avail
o o e crity alleviation is possible without subsidies. 3 |
2o | stk Hhills 3 - ki Loh . - themselves of the opportunities of these
1. | RiBhoi 6d : 64 240 .60 Evaluation studies conducted by NABARD and SR I B
4. | West Garu Hills 3 - 3 0.39 0.39 other institutions highlight that the SHG bank st:hIeTmzs, hﬂclﬂusri.l of political mayhem, lack of
5. | Jaintia Hills 2 - ) 0.36 . 0.36 linkage has improved and boomed the economic political motivation and abuse of power. Be-
Total = 79 - ] 3.79 R and social condition of members through posi- sides, the rampant corruption prevailing in the
TRIPURA I A - beh socicty right from the political leaders to the
i South T 7 61 6% .33 0.55 i .58 Live impacton the level of income, assets, credit,
; e ; % " : bureaucrats also stands as an obstacle or a bar
2. | West Tripura - 36 16 - 040 LR savings, self-confidence etc. The programme : \ i Soly T
Total = 7 97 104 033 0.65 0.98 has brought down and lowered the transaction © Proper implementation of the schemes. To ]
NAGALAND st for thie hank as well:as Botrowers withjes. . TSI ﬂmllc:ngwchunshed dream of thrving
; Eﬁ:tr:;l |4 i : Ty ﬂ'_lg b glg tremely high rate of recovery as the members and ﬁuunshlgg ‘.:cm;_::,'my va_‘zrﬂ;z iih?_jldl:ﬁ
Toul = IS : B 0.58 : 058 themselves provide constant watch and follow- ?“““m"? iy mrzli i ;?;EE ;myh e
E e =S form against thi . T -
SIKKIM up. e
I. Pl 4 - . .13 013 " ; uzlice.
2, Ej:;:jgﬁi:ruﬂu 4 . A Y 0.06 There is no denying the fact that under- : : 4
3. | North District 3 - 5 | oof 0.0% privileged people working in a group are now References 3
4. -flf'f'“':" District ;g ! li | ”-:j “-EE 034 gradually gaining confidence and morale that 1. Annual Report of NABARD.
alal = i 2 0. .22 0.6 s " 4 g
ARUNACHAL ' t:e?'lcﬂn hmﬂ.ﬂnd hﬂnl: Edu:::t':?:um {*.v;:r. from 2 The various issues of Financing Ag |
o [l o8 ) i che  Jos 0 lnutich oy necditiie peaties |1 Lke.- MUK Jopal of Aer
' Lanagar o I 1. 24 cure 5 in: ion Ltd.
MONIFUR . evex If their sroup savings fall short of tie re- cultural Finance Corporation _ !
. | imphal West |34 P 62 1.61 22 451 ' quirement, Moreover, seeing the high success - Materials used from the Seminar
L Sub Total = | 490 2579 | 4069 |- 2540 | 3492 oo.32_ rate in repayment against Micro Credit many  Paper presented by Rohini Chetia i
Source : Annual Progress Report, NABARD. banks are now showing interest and taking ini- and others at D. U. Refresher Course. [
_ - L ) Y tiative in lending money to SHGs even if the i
§ Table No. HI shewathat o 31.“ March tion of DCCB in offering loans to SHGs is not | are formed by the down-trodden and Wretcheci !
2002 In Assaun no ?fSHGﬂ provided with bank 5o satisfactory in comparison to other states. " This will go a long way in ameliorating the 000 I
loans was 839, which stood at 3,158 as on 31 B P s i P |
March 2003. During the year 2002-03, 2319 i & e e e
: study conducted by NABARD in Assam, the |
new SHGs entered the SHG-bank linkage pro- ; i : I
- cumulative no. of SHGs provided with bank loan |
cess through RRBs. But in Meghalaya and 315 March 2003 the highest i
Nagaland, RRBs failed miserably in this pro- 17 2 ° " o0 Jo® A0 e onitour
cess. It is also seen that in NER, the participa- OALAGAIB AT v rallowed Ry SOl li
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rebels, In Europe, Russia is suffering from
heavy damages done by the Cechnyan rebels.
Israel is also facing serious troubles from the
Palestine based militant outfits. A few days
back three suicide bombers blasted themselves
in a town of Israel, killing at least ten people.
A Palestine based militant group HAMAS
took the responsibility of those attacks. As a
result, Israel Army fired missiles at the office
of the PLO leader Yasser Araphat, Besides
these, there are innumerable examples of ter-
rorist activities in the world which escape our
notice.
Again, terrorist activities have caused
a tremendous economic crisis. While the war
is going on in Afghanistan, the stock exchange
rates are going looking down sharply. We will
not at all be astonished if the Third World War
takes place on account of terrorism. If such
things happen, the entire human civilization
will be at stake or become extingct,

Conclusion ;-

As terrorism 1$ posing serious threats

|
to the human civilization, so we all should op-
pose it unitedly and fight back, Terrorism should
not be added to religion. There is only one reli-
gion in terrorism and that is the religion of cre-
ating trouble and confusion to the peaceful
world, Again, we cannot support the US attacks
in Afghanistan fully because it was they who
ecreated extremist groups like Talibans, Al Qaida
and terrorist leaders like Laden, Mullah Omar
et al. It is now an open secret that the American
intelligence agency C.LA. has had links with
those terrorist groups and leaders. They used
these groups to gain their own end for a long
time. But when these terrorist groups took up
arms against America, America became angry
with them and ill-treated them. So there should
not be two definitions of terrorism., Terrorism
should be treated as a universal enemy of man-
kind and we should act unitedly to combat and
wipe out this menace. By doing this we can
provide a free and peaceful world to our future

generation. |
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Amartya Sen is a name that needs no
introduction. Still, as his economic philosophy
is deeply associated with his life and upbring-
ing, so a brief sketch of his life and education
is a necessity.

I A celebrated economist and Nobel Prize
Winner, Shri Sen was born and brought up at
Santiniketan, famed for Viswabharati, a place
of universal learning. He was educated prima-
rily at Viswabharati then at Presidency College,
Kolkata, and at Trinity College, Cambridge
from where he also received his doctorate in
Economics in 1959. He began his career as a
teacher at the Delhi School of Economics and
taught there from 1963 to 1971 and then moved
to the London School of Economics before be-
coming the Drummond Professor of Political
Economy at Oxford. Subsequently, he was
Lamont Professor for Economics and Philoso-
phy for nearly a decade at Harvard University.
Among the various visiting appointments he has
held are the Andrew D. White Professor at large
at Cornell University and visiting Professor at
the University of California, Berkeley. He has
been President of the Economeitric Society, the
International Economic Association, the Indian
Economic Association and the American Eco-
nomic Association.

Dr. Sen is now the Master of Trinity
College at Cambridge, reputedly the most pres-
tigious academic position in England. All
through this he has continued to be an honor-

ary Professor at the Delhi School of Econom-
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SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND PHILOSHPY
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Lect., Deptt. of Economics
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Sen is of the view that there has occurred
a serous distancing between economics and eth-
ics which has brought about one of the major
deficiencies of Contemporary economic theory.
As he persuasively argues, since the actual
behaviour of human beings is affected by ethi-
cal considerations, and influencing human con-
duct is a central aspect of ethics, welfare-eco-
nomic considerations must be allowed to have
some impact on actual behaviour and, accord-
ingly must be relevant for modem logistic eco-
nomics.

Given the nature of Economics, it is not
surprising that both the ethics related origin and
the engineering-based origin of economics have
some cogency of their own. The deep questions
raised by the ethics-related view of motivation
and of social achievement must find an impor-
tant place in modern economics, but at the same
time it is impossible to deny that the engineer-
ing approach to has much to offer to economics
as well. In fact, the ethical questions are obvi-
ously taken more seriously by some than by oth-
ers.

Sen agues that the importance of the ethi-
cal approach has rather substantially weakened
as modern economics has evolved. The meth-
odology of so - called *Positive economics’ has
not only shunned normative analysis in econom-
ics, it has also had the effect of ignoring a vari-
ety of complex ethical considerations which af-
fect actual human behaviour and which, fmn;




such behaviour, arg, gri
rather than of 11-3::11?“ '
amines the balance of emphases on the publi-
cation in ‘meoderd edonomics, it is hard not to
notice the eschewal;of decpmormative analy-
sis, and the neglect of the influence of ethical
considerations in the characterization of actual
human br:hawuur_

In qrdv:r 19, ¢‘-'31uﬂ5l§ Sen’s philosaphy
and economics, it JSAecessary 1o highlight his
major mnmbut::o% These are spread oyera
number pf I:muk'; .and ﬂm,qlps, The milestones
are - 1. Choigce of lecbmqq{-.j,}ﬂﬁﬂ}.ZTCBllg?
tive chmi.:f;, apd sm}al 'I.'l;‘f;ifam (13709, 3. G
Ef:ﬂnc:mm fnc:qp:—thL}' (1973); 4,,,1’3"(;:'{*,}' and
Faming: an essay on entitlement and depriva-
tion (1981), 5. Inequality re-exgmined (1292),
6. anl,llau on, Delution.and Reality, bj;w}FnIk
Review (1994), 7. India ; Econemic Dgyelop:
ment and Social opportunity (1 99_5} and Many

faces of gedap mtqhaﬁf}u--"
y sfh] -]
Lecture for the m:w Ra.d[:'.].affﬂ lI.I:I.E.:m.,l;tg'. of

]—Iaw-z_rd Umw:ru%}f Apnl 24, ﬁWlm 553 B

Sen's doctoral researchy in’ 1hE Hite
19505, was underthe degendary econontist Jodan
Robinson. His subject was the *Choice of Tech:
niques” in developmental planming ‘and Cogt-
benefit analysis, Within the framewarkiof this
abstract enquiry, Sen delintated 'the virions
trade-off ‘that developing countries like Indin
would have to consider in striking a balance
between cmplu}fmﬂm—uw:nmyp and sechnol-
ogy-intensive siiategies. In the. 1960s Sen cops,
ducted researeh intg mw,slnmm pl:umi‘ng by
international development | ingtitutions, as a pam
of a project for the United Hations lnternationsl
Development Drgam.mm,uq +The, strategic

guidelines evolved | by Sep ae aow widely ac-
EE[J[EEI as an Rlll-rﬂ-':ﬂj.'."q- 1o the methodology

ln the Welfare Economics Amartya SEI'F
has made several key contributions to the re-
search on fundamental problems. His contribu-
tions range from the axiomatic theory of social
choice and definitions of welfare and puw:rl}ri
‘indiees; tb empirical a'tudi‘éﬂ' of Famine. Th&:,-r
‘aretied closely together by g peneral interest i m;
-distribstional issues anid a particular interest m;
‘theimpoverished members of society. Sen has:
classified conditions which permit aggregation
plipdividual values into collective decisions,
and the conditions which Permit rules for m::-i-
I{:chvc d:c:rtsmn making that are consistent with'
4 Sphc fgf rights for the individual. He has
ﬁ%’sqgthﬂﬂﬂql r.hvt.'l ihcumlm&l foundations of’
economics by delining new and more
lqlﬂamngful I.Ild.lﬂﬂﬁ of poverty and arriving ata
new methodology te analyse information for
collective decision-making. On the empirical
side, .Spnﬁappllcauuns ef his theoretical ap-
proach have enhanced our undersianding of the

gcopomic mechanisms underlying famines,
L% o Sén has emphasized that what increases

welfare is fiot merely goods, bur the activity for |

whith they dre szquired. According to this view,
income igsighificant because of the opportuni-
ties it creates, But the actual opportunities — or
capabilities, as Sen ¢alls thern < also depend on
amurhber bf other factors, such as health; and
[tﬂl:wiﬁimutmhauld be considered when mea-

surhig wélf;

Rﬁg‘.u‘dmg ‘Equality and Inequality’ Sen
has pointed out that all well-founded ethical
principles presuppose equality umong individu-
als i some respect. But since the ability to ex-
ploiL eqaal bpportunity varies across individu-
als, the distribution prablem can never be fully

solvéd; equality in some dimension necessar- |

ba

ily implies incquality in others. In analogy with
his approach to welfare measurement, Sen
maintains that the capabilities of individuals
constitute the principal dimension where in we
| should strive for equality. At the same time, he
observes a problem with this principle; individu-
als make decisions which determine their Ca-
pabilities at a later stage.

Sen's best known work in the arca of
famines 15 his book—Poverty and Famines : An
Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation written
1 in 1981. Here, he challenges the common view
that a shortage of food is the most important,
and sometimes the only explanation for fam-
ine. On the basis of careful study of several such
catastrophes in India, Bangladesh, and Saharan
countries, since the 1940s, he amrived at other
factors. He argues that several observed phe-
nomena cannot be explained by a shortage of
food alone; famines have occurred even when
the supply of food was not significantly lower
than previous years and famine - siricken areas
have sometimes exported food.

Sen shows that a deeper understanding
of famine requires a thorough analysis of how
various social and economic factors influence
different groups in society and determine their
aclual opportunities. For example, part of his
explanation for the Bangladesh famine of 1974,
is that [looding through the country that year
{ significantly rmised food prices, while work op-

)
portunities for agricultural workers declined
drastically as one of the crops could not be har-
vested. Hence, the real incomes of agricultural
workers declined so much that this group was

disproportionately stricken by starvation. |

In “India : Economic Development and
Social Opportunity™ (1995), Sen together with
Dreze, invites our attention to the remarkable
apathy in the field of elementary education in
India. Functionings and capability are related
to education of this type. In the words of Pro-
fessor Sen “the life of a person can be seenas a
sequence of things the person does, or states of

being he or she achieves, and these constitute a I

collection of functionings — doings and beings
the person achieves. Capability refers to the al-

ternative combinations of functionings from |

which a person can choose. Thus the notion of
capability is essentially onc of freedom
Poverty is, thus, ultimately a matters of
capability deprivation.”

Reference - 1. Oxford India Paper backs,

1999,

2. ON ETHICS AND ECONOMICS -
Amartya Sen.

|
3, THE PHILOSOFHY OF PROF.

AMARTYA SEN Professor Dilip Baruah -

Former Principal, Cotton College and Haflong |

Government College.
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METHODS OF STUDY

The common concept is that study is
an individual matter. We may think that the
methods of study which suit some individuals
may not suit others, besides we think that dif-
ferent methods are appropriate to different sub-
jects. All this is true. Study remains an art. The
best methods of learning history will not nec-
essarily be the best methods of learmning Math-
ematics or General Science. But, whatever sub-
ject we are studying, there are nevertheless
certain general principles which we should
know about, and which should enable us to
work out our own personal methods and
schemes of study more effectively, and with
less trial and error.

Success in study depends not only on
aptitude and hard work but also on effective
method of study. So some students can do more
work in a given time more easily while others
cannot, This is, no doubt, largely a matter of
aptitude but aptitude is by no means the only
factor. All this is meant for students. It is not
needless to explain again that a student must,
of course, have aptitude in order to succeed in
tertiary work, but aptitude alone is not enough.
Many capable students or students having great
potentiality fail, particularly in Science, Math-
ematics or English subjects, because they do
insufficient work or because they never have
learnt how to study effectively.

Therefore, important study skill such
as (1) reading and note taking (ii) writing and
summarizing and (iii) making plans and time-
tables have to be learnt and practised. But in
practice, very few students get any systematic

Kalpana Paul
T.D.C. 2nd year

instruction in these matters. Most have to rely
on the student techniques which they learn at
school or to proceed by personal trial and error.
Even the most gifted students can seldom dis-
cover unaided the most effective ways of study-
ing. Most never improve their work or methods
of work much either because they fail to realize
that it can be done or because they are not inter-

ested in improvement.

Study methods ;

Take a question which must concern all
students : What is the most effective method of
learning text book ? Several methods are pos-
sible :

a) Simple reading and reading.

b) Underlining the main points and

important details in text.

¢l Reading and then making brief

notes.

How to improve study methods ;

To be an efficient student, a student must
also be an efficient person and must manage
other aspects of the student-life in a sensible
fashion. This means the planning of students’
living arrangements, diet, dress and exercise and
all other details of the student's personal life as
well as attending the classes regularly, being
punctual and getting the work done at right time.

In order to improve the (general) effi-

ciency, a student must :
a) increase mental vigoor by improv-
ing general health.

b) improve direction and method of
(®

c)

d)

work by planning and distributing
the study in an efficient manner,
decrease the forces which inhabit
works by developing interest and
motivation)

relieve worry and excitement by re-

solving personal conflict.

=~

I think these are the techniques that can
boost and raise a student’s morale, men-
tal vigour, confidence and efficiency and
thus polish up his methods of study.

000
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between the people trying to gel in and those As [ walked through the Security bairi-

TICKET TO RIDE [

India is a place where some things never
change. Tt does not matter which part of the
country you are in. So some expenences leave
you unforgettable. I want to write about the
Calcutta (Kolkata) Metro which is a strapping
teenager of 17, while its Delhi counterpart is
just & few months old. Whether you board at
Tollyzunge in Calcutta (Kolkata) or Shahdara
in Delhi, except for the landscape outsides ev-
erylhing else seems rather similar — the burst-
ing crowd, the readiness to strike up a conver-
sation, and above all, the lingering curinsity
about new technology i.e. escalators, stiles,
automatic doors, etc.

The Metro may have eased the traffic
situation in Calcutta (Kolkata) to some extent,
but in Delhi it is vet to make much of a differ-
ence

In Delhi, the only operational phase,
from Shahdara to Tis Hazari, does not cover
any major commercial hub, thus, its impact is
yet to be felt. As of now, the Delhi Metro is
more an object of curiosity than utility, Accord-
ing to the public relation executive posted at
the Kashmiri Gate Metro Station in Delhi, ad-
mits ruefully, *“Almost 70 percent of commut-
ers travel on the Metro simply for a joy ride as
the most expensive ticket is only Rs. 7, In fact,
there are teenagers who keep riding the train
all through the day.”

The Caleutta Metro too lias its share of
Joyriders, though the number is neglizgible eom-
pared to Delhi, Mostly these are people who
are vistiing Calcutta (Kolkata) and want a taste

Debafyoti Saikia
H. S. 2nd year

of the famed Metro, One weekday, the pedes-
trian traffic at he Station was held up near the
escalator becavse an elderly lady, away from
her familiar rural surroundings, stood at the bot-
tom of the esealator with her foot struck out.
With the sleps moving away every time she tried
to put her foot down, she could not get on. Sev-
eral helpful ‘seasoned’ Calcuttans, male and |
female, crowded the escalator trying to help the
lady, who was determined Lo take the ‘mechani-

cal wonder' instead of the regular staircase,
1
The scenes at the Platforms bear a re-

semblance, in terms of cleanliness and crowd
factor. In Delhi there is a special tactile passage
teading from the escalator 1o the platform for
the visually-handicapped — a facility that is still
lacking in Calcutta (Kolkata). While the Delhi
Metro platforms are spanking new, the normal
wear and tear of the stations in Calcunta
(Kolkata) is more than offset by the exquisite
murals that adorn them,

The platforms at both certres are Chock-
a-block at rush hour, As long as everyone i5
waiting for the train you don’t notice the crowd,
but once it arrives, it's complete '“ﬂ}'hﬂmrl
People push and jostle and yell at their com-
panions 1o get in fast or the doors Will shut.

Those who make it sigh with relief and
those lefi behind on the platform can only gnash
their teeth.

My first journey on the Delhi Meto
came to an end some 15 minutes alter 1 had

in a hurry to step out. Even standing close 1o
the door did not help because one was con-
stantly being pushed inside by those panick-
ing to get in. It was only after much shoving
and elbowing that one managed to get a foot-
hold on the platform, even as the train breezed
past, But then, that’s standard procedure in
Calcutta (Kolkata) as well.

boarded. Once again there was & mad scramble ||

e
it

ers, dropping my ticket in the receptacle, I hoped
that matters would improve once the entire net-
work becomes operational in Delhi and the fre-
quency of the trains increases. Perhaps then the
Delhi Metro would become as indispensable for
Delhites as the Calcutta Metro is for Calcuttans.

000
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| MOTHER'S MOMENTS TRAFFIC LIGHTS _ | BETWEEN THE WAVES oy
<) e ' Nabiojyoti Das ; L 4 ‘} T k
i guma Dutta Ex-student L
turer, Department of History
0 Hean: SOLACE
L Leave me alone, leave me alone,
There were moments in our life Atthe Cross-Roads I am the victim of time. Joyashri Choudhury
| When feelings were too much with us. TE"I;D h‘LEF";' e A No Jesus arrives as a saviour to me, Lecturer, Dept .of English
The sharp sun-rays i tLights | Maybe [ strike thoy —
| When coming through the sudden grey Clouds of noon Red, Yellow and Green. g But trust me :
: ; The dry twigs of the fallen tree,
To light the tree tops with golden crowns Tam not a soul from Hell, Are collected by the woman
2 SR “Stop,” says Red : O Time ¥ :
That very combination of sharp and soft beauty P - s To cook her evening meal
There’s traffic ahead 45 Leave me alone, | R TG ke
Takes my heart far away o g » ledve me alone, But your charred remains in the forest
b . . “Wait”! W I aum the def; . Y : A
| And fills it with some unknown joy. Yellow B | cleated warrior Not ever food for the wild animals.
Like the time when ... You won't be late | ) Of such a broken heart,
SR e B The shell that sheok the earth,
...... When my baby son “Ranjee o s f ut trust me - | Shook the Tife sat of me.
undoes what [ have done, JEE BN : Iam not a soul from Hell, | Your still body lying there, my body was
Tries to dry my red eyes Pﬂns:.f]:ﬁ slow ' ol
o 1_3}' pointing his tiny forefinger I_'[:m mt‘:ﬁlm ; o But the life within me flickered
says with a naughty little smile in his eyes : 8 THE WORLD OF MY DREAM Away like a candle.
Maa soop (Hush mother) ! Patvrmri That fateful day, you dead body
At that moment uppt Barman Carried iving soul!
With-my whole heart and soul rd xear (Axis) Soaring above with your body
I merged with the very point Last night | wondered Perhaps to fathom this strange phenomena
of motherhood. | What the earth would be like of life and death.
| N : If we can spread the power of love. A living wreck is what T have become,
' MY DESIRE Instead of hatred and dislike, Will T ever have my answer?
| Mridul Biswas If we can stop pollution, Pitted against life and death ,
LA TDC Third Year (Arts) | If we can remove poverny, Or wait for the last and final breath |
| ¥ ,j/,’/' }@am like 1o be a bird, And change this place s . Tocome to grips with life and death
[/ Flying To a land of liberty and unity, To become eternally frec,
: ——— — . High in the Sky Mo fighting, no killing, From this created Universe,
e g I d like to be the Sun, spreading light The same world, vet so different To live no Age- Cyele,
| : would like to be & Star, As beautiful as the flower | _ To bEFUIIIﬂ
: . With a dark ﬂummg colour, And as sweet as their fmgmnce. A yogi filled with blessedness,
il t_ c_;---.: - And to shine in the dark Sk}f, Shall be our life.
NS '*:Lx T would like to live, I Filled with happiness and joy R
T Not like other people If only my dreams come Lrue, I
But with love in my heart .
And to rekindle love in their hearts, e
. oW
|




GOLDEN RAYS THE PANGS OF A MOTHER
| Sni Stﬁ %; Fandit Prodin Chandra Misfira
Ex-student

When my mother was able to throw her slavery —
Her face then seemed 1o be jolly.

When the sun rises creatures, where various :
ith bright rays colours were raising She aspired that her children would fulfil her ambition,
1A came two travellers through their bodies. And they would go in the right direction
| in the heart of life. They were under I With such hopes in her mind
In the bright light the same leaf She came forward a few steps
; e abeautiful scene when it was raining And then retreated.
" appeared inside in the evening, She Iﬂukﬂd.ﬂ! h:rl surrounding horizon — F
| the world, and the colours of I | She was grief-stricken seeing her children’s degradation
a butterfly the butterfly
was born, were weaving out *  She has now seen her children going astray —
A breeze was touching when the sun I They 1dIEIltlfj|' Ehem!Vﬂ as a fatricide in this universe,
two souls, when the sun was coming towards ‘ They are now busy in conflicts among themselves,
was o angry in higend, It is worse and more heinous than slaves.
the month of July, drops of water I
| there happened were falling The charms of her youth and brightness of her eyes —
a relation between through her frame, | All of these are now going to die.
the earth and sun, The sun vanished I | She is repentant on her irony of fate,
| the basutifis also, with the hope Seeing whal is written in her state !
_ butterfly was swimming of coming with :
| i in the sky| golden rays tomorrow. L.am also an affectionate son of my mother,
| In the afternoon andei L ook théee the I Today she comes (o me and whispers in my ear;
X the golden rays, garden from one Do not forget the advice of the magnificent persons —-
- they were turning flower o another { Who brought our glorious freedom.,
| into unknown cheerfully.
~\ g ; focfocucedp
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CHOICE

Mrs Manju Sarkar I
Lecturer, Dept. of English

Lucky to be born and bred,

to choose between this or that,
| at life’s every pace and race,
and at life’s every hour of ours.

I Lucky that we grow and tower,

to choose options, sometimes as solutions;

in which we either err, to be murmur'd a defaulter
Or cheer'd, that we are heard and honour'd.

| Lucky that we are wise and leam'd,
to steer the ship of life to reach the destiny we yearn'd for,
Thro® the dark and mysterious ocean that is often fear'd.

| “Choice”, is but an inevitable fact of life,
which we are bound to make and strife,

and journey thro’ an unknown destiny,

the end of which cannot be foreseen in entirety.

ST s g S
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I HUMOUR
James Jovee (1882 -1942)

When a young man came up o him (James Joyce) in Zurich and said, ‘May I kiss the hand that
wrote [lysses 7'
Joyee replied, somewhat like Lear, "No, it did lots of other things too.’

Ll
| E 5. Boas (1862 - 1957 )
, My father (F. S. Boas) was a man of great dignity, wisdom, charm, and friendliness. His I
| literary industry was prodigious, yet he wore scholarship lightly ...... ‘I never knew such a

reader,’ said my mother. “When the conductor gives him his ticket in the train, he turns it over and
reads the back.'

T
William Whewell (1794 - 1866)

; Stgr_nmnre having said of Whewell that his forte was science, *Yes,' assented Sydney Smith,
‘and his foible is omniscience.”

EE |

Henry Fielding ( 1707 - 54}

~_ Fielding, hearing that a friend of his was dejected because he was so deeply in debt, said

to his informant, *Is that all ? How happy I should be if T could only get £ 500 deeper in debt than
[ am already.

kkE

| Alfred. Lord Tennyson { 1809 - 92)

When '!‘emiyann entered Oxford Theatre to receive his honorary degree of D, C. L., his
locks hanging in admired disorder on his shoulders, dishevelled and unkempt, a voice from the
gallery was heard crying out (o him, ‘Did your mother call early, dear 7’

I FEE
Walter de La Mare ( 1873 - 1956)
3 April 1928, Diary of John Bailey :

Bruce Richmond (Editor of the Times Literary Supplement) has just told me a lovely
story about Water de la Mare. He is at last getting well after his long illness, but he was for three
weeks at the very gates of death. On one of these days his younger daughter said to him as she
left him, 'Is there nothing 1 could get for you, fruit or flowers 7" On which in a weak voice he
could just — so characteristically — answer. ‘No, no, my dear; too late for fruit, too soon for

flowers !
e

| Collected from "The Oxford Book of Literary Anecdotes’ edited by James Sutherland. Futura
Publications Limited A Futura Book ]

[Collector : Lutfur Rahman, Lecturer, Deptt. of Education]
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tion. The college has upheld its academic sanctity and thus created an image for itself over the
{ ycars.

1. INTRODUCTION |

L. Pursuit of educational excellence to help

; the students bring out the best in them and
develop into complete persons,

MNagaon Town, the District. Head Quarter of Nagaon District, is located at a distance of

about 123 Kms. away from the State capital Dispur (Guwahati) and towards east-south pari of [l. Attainment of loftier and nobler human Lk,
| the mighty river Brahmaputra. The town is situated in the central part of Assam and on the the teachers and the students, goals, through sustained intellectual efforts for
alluvial plain of Kolong river. The District is famous for the prestigious birth-place of Mahapurush ML Instilling a spirit of enquiry, scientific tem L
| Sri Sri Sankardeva. | responsibility in the students. perament, humanistic values and a sense of
V.

Development of the spirit of patriotism, dedicgi i
™ ) cati
The National Highway-37 connecting Guwahati to the Upper Assam District passes A L

through the heart of the town. Further, the National Highway-36 connecting Dimapur (Nagaland) I
joins National Highway-37 within the town. The Nagaon town has been growing up as an im-

portant trading and commercial centre, And it has also become & notable educational centre and EXISTING FACILITIES:-
| gained prominence. |
The present student strength of the collegs § A
There are a great number of educational institutions like College, Higher Secondary l statistics also nsludes e SHHAGE OP H. §. (EEE;'. gl;; 135 ( boys-305 and girls-210). The above
School, Private school, Polytechnic, ITI etc. As per 1991 census the population of Nagaon Mu- ecor

: ndary) programme. At present the
uding the principal, 2 library staff and 2 sup-
dar). The college with an able administrator

; and supporting staff makes an assidu-
ous effort to prepare the students for a good carcer o fave the stark renlitics of tife. B habic &
build up character and personality in becoming responsible citizen ' S

8.

: College has 21 teachers, 2 administrative staff exc]
nicipal area was 933,350 and the number is gradually multiplying. The present town population | porting staff ( 1 office bearer and 1 nigh

t chowki
i 1.75 Lakhs (Approx.) At present there arc only 5 (Arts, Science & Commerce) deficit colleges T i : . wlu
namely i) Nowgong College, ii) Nowgong Girls' College, iii) ADF College, iv) GNDG Com-
merce College and v) Khagarijan College. Besides these, there are also a Law College, two BT |
I Colleges and numberless private colleges.
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Since inception, the college flourished under
cipal, The present incumbent in the principal’s chai

many academician-administrators as its prin-

2, CONCEPT ABOUT THE COLLEGE r1s Dr. Badal Chandra Ghosh, M.A. Ph.D.

To meet the constant demand and pressure from the rural public and to cater the need COURSES OF STUDY
of growing trend of students, Khagarijan College was established in 1972 in a rural area which

is to the south-west of Nagaon Town beside Nagaon Dakhinpat Road and Puta Kolong. The area At present the college with its limited sreq : .
of the college is 9 bighas-3 kathas-8 lessas ( 3.25 acres ) eovered by Dag No. 36 Kissam-Morongial stady. offers the following course and programme of
of Mouza Pakhimoria, Dist.-Nagaon, It is one of the premier colleges of Assam and has been
playing a pivotal role in the causé of higher education. The college came under the deficit sys- I . ;
tem of grant-in-aid of the State Government in 1986 and is managed by the Governing Body I 1. Two-Year I'Edﬂhﬁr Semgdary pimgmmm: Course i ARTS (Day shift) under Assam Higher
constituted by the Govt. of Assam as per the provision of the Assam Aided College Manage- Secondary Education Councll, !
ment rules 1976. | 2. Three-Year Degree Course (i.e. UG Course) with Major in ARTS under Guwahati Uni-
versity. .
Starting with a very thin number of students in the year of its inception the college has
| made headway into a foremost institution with ARTS stream (Day shift) only for higher educa- I

L ®
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LIBRARY I HOSTEL ACCOMMODATIONS:-
I Two storied two (02) RCC buildings — one for Boys® and another for Girls® — for accom-
modating 30 (fifty) students in each building has been proposed as Boys' and Girls” hostel at
different sides shown in the proposed plan. Area of the building covers 327.6 Sqm. for each
hostel, The estimated cost for those hostel buildings has been shown in the cost summary.

The college has a library with moderate number of books for helping the students in their
path of education. This library is looked after by a Librarian and a Library bearer.

ACCOMMODATION CLASS ROOM :-
The college has an RCC building of 226.95 Sqm. accommodating Principal’s room and T the : .
Office room. Library is attached with an R.C.C. block. An Assam Type room also provides the i ndumpdmesvueclnp thﬁ::gﬂﬂe?cellem and to hel].: the students to bring out the best in
Teacher’s Commeon room and Girls' Common room, basic fields, which are to be piete persons through intellectual efforts, class rooms are the
i kg th::-..am 1:5 :ﬁ;lnpﬂd. Hence a three storied RCC buildings of 100°sgm. con-
As regards accommodation, the total build-up area of class room is approximately 651.94 | floor has been mid;edn:rﬁh S&ﬁj:i?;ctfnf:::::; m"':;haﬁ ?ﬁ;mnpn‘giﬂ”"l"" only gm:.md
| Sqm. and it has in it 10 (ten) elass rooms which are very scarce for the students’ accommodation. I | cost of the building is shown in the cost . 1s shown in the proposed plan. Estimated
The college provides the cycle and car-parking stands for the students and staffs, There
are also a small canteen and a boys common room adjacent to the stands. LIBRARY CUM READING ROOM -. |
| The college also provides drinking water facility and toilets for the students and staffs. | i
| E‘Eri“dﬂﬂi‘-‘{ has _]? 1|brar_y with moderate number of books for helping the students in
NEED FOR PROJECT their path of education. To provide more accommodation and to supplement reading places, a
| | library cum reading room is suggested in the first floor of the existing RCC building covering
the area of 225.75 Sqm. Estimated cost is shown in the cost summary

Existing infrastructure of the college which has been created with the collective and
sincere effort of surrounding locality fails to fulfil the demand of the growing trend of students. F |

Moreover, the minimum fund received from the Govt. grant is. scanty enough to update the

facilities and infrastructure for the college. Thus the Master Plan for this college is prepared AUDITORIUM:-

considering both immediate and future requirement of the college. However, this can be imple- T
| mented only after getting or collecting sufficient fund from the concerned financial sources. _ Assam 1 rich in the field of art and culture. For exhibiting cultural shows, and for
| | ]‘lﬂldlﬂg meetings, ﬁlﬂﬂl]ﬂﬂﬂ, SEIMINAYS efc., an auditorivm is a must in the mlle.ge F e
area of 138.68 Sqm. for stage and Green Room has been proposed as shown in the proposed
FUTURE PROPOSALS plan. The cost has been shown in the cost summary,
x PRINCIPAL'S QOUARTERS
PARTMENTAL =
1 Principal’s Quarters :- An Assam type building of 89.32 Sgm. has been proposed for | kol NTAL BUILDING:-
Principal’s Quarters for proper management of the college. Detail estimated cost is shown in the
cost summary. ) The college at present has 07 (seven) departments and for each department a departmen-
tal building along with the provision for departmental library is required. As such a two-staried
RCC building covering the area of 139.38 Sqm has been proposed. The cost of the building is |
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shown in the cost summary. COST SUMMARY:-
SUMMARY OF THE COST OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT WORKS
. Is' Qtr. : (24 X 490, 32mm =
NCC / NSS BUILDING:- I. Principals’ Qtr. : (24 X 490.)Ft 7.32mm X 12.19m = 89.32 m2
(Assam Type)
Total build ;
An Assam type building of 95.98 sqm. has been proposed for NCC / NSS building, the S dikatia
cost of which is shown in the cost summary. @ 000.00 / Sqm. Rs. 4,46,154.00
I1. Hostel Accommodation
(Twa storied) RCC Hostel with Toilets / Dining / Kitchen
INFRASTRUCTURE :- Room size: 9.10 X 36,0m = 327.6 m2
To develop the existing infrastructure like drinking water facility, college canteen and Total build up area
boundary wall etc. which are still inadequate to meet the demand of students, urgent measures Ground floor 327.6m?2.
are necessary in priority basis. Hence, provisions for pure drinking water facility for the students Total build up area: . T .
and a good canteen have been provided in the proposed plan‘along with the boundary wall. { up area: Ground floor : 327,6m2 : I
@ Rs. 5900.00 / m2....... Rs. 19,32,840.00
SPORTS AND RECREATIONAL CENTRE:- Ist floor-327.6 m2
' @ Rs. 4800.00 / m? s
At present there is a small playground on the college campus which is not sufficient for Rs, 35,05,320.00
games and sports. As such college authority has moved to the Govt. for another plot of land IT1. Class Rooms I
which is very close at hand of the college area and the process is in progress and is expected to | (RCC) (Three storied provision) building,
get the allotment of that plot. :
E,mm: TDT 100.00 8qm, for 50 students considering.
Size of class room - s
PROPOSED FISHERY:- s 9Im X 11.0m.=101.00 \ m2
e Minimum 3 rooms =101m2 X 5 = 505 m2
o ; Total build up area : '
The college campus which is near Puta Kolong is undulated and inside it water bodies = ¢ 226.75
shown in the Master Plan have automatically formed because of topographical nature. To con- @ Rs. 6400.00/ m2 - Rs. 32,32.000,00/-
vert the E?-'JS'lll:lE water bodies into a small FIIShEI'_'_n" as income gmung SOUrce of Eﬂllﬂg& the x
area is o be developed in a Fishery in a scientific way, Hence, a small Fishery on the campus has IV. Library cum Reading Room :
been proposed. (Over existing RCC Adl11n. block) :
Size. (66" X 37/) 20.12m X 11.2m =226.75m2
COSTIN - : ’
G OF THE PROJECT l Total build of area : 226.75 m2
The total rough estimated cost of the project is arrived at Rs. 1.90 crore as per A.PW.D, (@ Rs. 8400/2 wecicas Rs. 10,88,411.00
jS-;hcduIe: of rate of building for the year 2001-2002 to give an idea of requirement of fund for V. Auditorium 15.24m X 9.1m |
implementation of the entire project covering a period of 5 -10 years, But for actual implemen- Total build up area : 138.68 m2
tation, detailing will have to be done and accordingly estimate will have to be prepared as per P B660.60 XS A0
prevailing schedule of rate, or market rates on the basis of which only the schemes have to be l @ Rs. e B8 094,220,
".I
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V1. Department Building : RCC (Twao storied provision)
Size: 6.1 X4.57mX 5 = 139.38 m2 (Ground Floor)
Total build up area : 139.38m2 (Ground Floor)
@ Rs. 5900.00 -~  Rs.8,22,371.00
139.38 m2(1st floor)
(@ Rs.4,800.00 —=---—- Rs. 6,69,048.00
VII. Drinking water facilities
Pump room & overhead - L/§ ————eeee RSL 1,00,000.00
Tank with filter etc.
VIIL NCC / NSS room (Assam Type) 14’ X 20°
Tolal build up area . 426 X 6.1 m=25.98 m2
@ Rs. 5000.00 / m2 —s-rer Rs.1,29,930.00 l
IX. Boy's Common reom / Canteen

Assam type building: (40°X 20"
12.19 X 6.1m = 74.37 m2

Total build up area

@ Rs. 5000.00 / m2 Rs. 3,71,856.00
X. Boundary wall : 495 Rm
Height : 1.5m

@ Rs. 1500.00/Rm Rs. 7.42.500.00

Rs. 1,53,06,330.00
Rs.  3,44,392.00
Rs. 3,06,126.00

Total

Add. Site Improvement 2.5% of Civil works.

Add. 2% Administration expenses
Add. 10% for escalation as per duration of 5 yrs. of
Rs, 15,30,633.00

Construction period
Rs.1,90,18,114.00
(Rupees one crore ninety lakhs eighteen thousand one hundred fourteen) only

Conclusion :=
To develop the college in a planned manner a Master Plan is of utmost importance and

necessity, so far as the college is concerned. Obviously, to implement a Master Plan of a college
a huge amount of money is needed. A college of short stature like Khagarijan College with its
limited source of fund and financial crisis / wretchedness, cannot afford to spend crores of rupees

for implementation of the plan.
However, concerned Departments/Agencies have to be involved in each and every stage

for successful implementation of the Master Plan of Khagarijan College. 000

~ AWARDS & GROUP

NAME:— SUJIT DAS
BORN : - 25* DEC. 1980. NAGAON, ASSAM.

| BVA. 55 -0 -SP KEOLEATA (W.B)
lSTUDIO: -  LALIT KALA PARIHISAD,
|| M, G, FEoad. fNﬂM‘ Krishna Cinema Hall}

| Magaon {Assam).

AW;%RDS & ACHIVMENTS: -

] . “ Dist. Level best Y: 2 . i -
!' LKF::'I'!II.‘I-VH'}d. 1AL ﬁé’i’a:ﬂiﬁﬁg&?{,ﬁ“%? ‘Jf}"'llﬂl-lﬂil affairs & Sports, Govt. of India. ‘
3. Srilﬁh;fﬁfgdﬁgcmnﬁul National Award, Luli?i:mg%al:;ﬁs:kmhapﬁmnﬁ_% i, 2 |
I3 E:re'anr:crﬂnnmfvﬁw] Art Contest & Exhibition, FINE ARY CE}:dPEEh X 'r?iﬂ : galdai.2001-02.
5.8 ‘ontest-2001, Dept, of Tourism. Gowt. of A : A s Vaga) o d |
i Dev I{.:Jlakhf:tra,_, Guwahati. 850m 1n association with Srimanta Sankar
6. Maboday Sangha Annual Culture Programme -30 _
-=000. Agartala, Tri '
pura (West).

7. Bishmu Rava Divas-2001. DCA -
&, WILD LIFE W'EEK._ Assam Furesr:isgg;fm?:tt‘:&] zonal Culture, Kolkata, _
9. Annual Culture Festival -2000. Tezpur, Bﬂﬂlaﬁm M“ﬂmlﬂiclbz[llﬂﬂ.
0. WORLD AIDS DAY " 2000, Director of Field Ser ollege, Tezpur. ‘
Broadcasting, Govt. of India, ieity, Ministry of Information &
11. Gold Medal Avantika International Fainting Competition 1999, New Delhi
‘ , New ;

| GROUP SHOW: - ‘

Il - L ]'F

{2 New Year Celebration Exhibition -2004. AC Galary, SRIMANT

i KALAKHETRA.GUWAHATL,
{13, Mayachitram Art Institute& Uday) Sankar At Gallery, Coochbchar (W.B ) - 2003

"« YUVAKRITI - 2002 *, 7" National Youth Fest;
; Si:le Bank of India & BSP Social Circlf?ﬂlggﬁméu}gﬁﬁ (HARTYANA).
. 1% lntenmttum‘:] }hjurld Youth People Ant E“hibi‘:iun.zgﬂnnj 2001. ‘ o
i 7.30% hn?nualmExh!hutx?n af Art-2001, THE ART CLUR & L-:::Ihaﬂn‘ﬁaﬂla, Korea.USA & China {
|| g 1%.2 .& 34 Annua A_n Exhibition-2001, 2002 & 2003, IYOTI 4 Prashad, Vishakhapatnam,
'g_ o National Youth Festival - 2004, Jamshedpur ( Jharkhang ) ART SCHOOL, Nagaon.

{10, * X1 " International Portrayal Exhibition-2001, Moscow & Geneya

\COLLECTIONS : - BIRLA ACADEMY- KOLKATA !
Kolkata, Jahangir Art Gallery - Mumbai, Viswa Bharati’-ﬁgﬁ:mdeirﬁfe?:fﬁ Arts-

|
'Data:
Plﬂue : Nagaon,
|
( SUJIT DAS) I;
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IName - SUBRATA DEBNATH.
|| Father’s Name :- Sri Sukumar Debnath.
Date of Birth:- 27371979

% :an-- First class First, 1999
Art Qualification:- First € 00 - S CHOOL OF DRAWING & PAINTING.

Getting Awards:-

(2) Best Award All India Camel colour contest - 2000,

3) Best Award World Aids Day DFPMI & B. Govt. of India - 2000. , .
Eﬁl; North-East India Poster, Dr;wing Competition ASCED, (State Bank of India) & GLP Social

I Circle. 3
.|| (5) Nehru Yuva Kendra Ministry of human of Resource Development, Govt. of India.

|| 6) Best Youth Award, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan An Autonomous Body of

ovt. ofIndia-2002. : _
1 (7) Blood Donation Scheme and Social Service Organization, Assam (N.G.0) 2000.
[(8) 52 Republic Day 200 1& 52* Independence day, 1999, Distt. Govt. Administration.

| (9) The Bharat Scouts & Guides Mﬂﬁﬁi Gandhi w:vaw

10) Wild Life Week, Assam Forest Guhawati-

%I I}) ]?:isl-w:;.;= Rava Divas-2001 Organised by DCA, Assam & Eastern Zonal Cultural

f center, Kolkatta.
| (12) Dept. Of Tourism, Govt, Of Assam in association with Srimanta Sankar Dev Kalak

Shetra-2001. ’ |

(13) Annual Cultural Festival-2000. Tezpur Beenapani Music College. _ .

|(14) 5 All Assam Art Contest Pratisruti, A Social-Culture Organization, Maligaon, Guwahati
2000. .

(15) All Assam Music & Art Competition 1999 Grgmmed by (KSBK). Guwahati.

{(16) Best Award, State Level Art Conlest & Exhibition, Fine Art Complex. Mangaldai-2001 -02.

| GROUP SHOW:

(1) 11" Kangawa Bienial International World Young People Art Exhibition / Completion 2000, In |
Japan, Korea, USA, Russia, Chaina Etc
(2) 7" NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL
Rashtria Yuva Yulsava-2002, Hisar, Haryana, INDIA.
ll(3) 9" NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL-2004
Jamshedpur, Jharkhancl, INDIA. .
(4) 2** Eastern Region Art Exhibition-Academy of Fine Arts Kolkata

INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC IN SITER
3r== Year, Siter (Bhatkhanday University).

Persnn al Activities:

Gikandar Ali  Bakul Ch. Nath
Best Social Worker  Best Athlete
2002-03 2002-03

|} _-._ 13
¥

it

Debagni Bikast
Baruah
Best Stl.}dﬂnj_
ﬂftb: Ye,ar
2002
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KHAGARIJAN COLLEGE
STUDENTS' UNION BODY
Session: 2001-2002

* Prosident
Dr.B.C Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D
(Principal)

* Vice- President

# Md. Dulal Ahmed

® General Secretary
Md. Mustak Ahmed

»  Assit. General Secratary
Mid. Mazidul Hogque

e Cultural Secretary
Sri. Moan Ch,Goon

o Asgstt.Cultural Secretary
Miss, Urmila Barman

e Secretary, Games and Sports
Méd Eyagub Ali

®  Asstt. Secy, Games and Sports
Sri. Rajib Bonik

s Secretary, Magazine
Sri. Gavram Medhi

s Ji Secretary, Wall Magazine
Sri. Sufit Das
Sei. Subrata Debnath

= Sccretary, Debating
Mizs. Jyvorsnora Begum

* Assit. Seey., Debating
Miss. Baby Hazarika

* Secretary, Literary Section
Miss, Marami Sarmah

e Secretary, Boys Common Room
Sri. Dhruba Jyoti Sarmah

* Secretary, Girls' Common Room
Miss. Junatara Borg
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KHAGARIJAN COLLEGE
STUDENTS' UNION BODY
Session: 2002-2003

* President
Dr.B.C Ghosh, M.A., Ph.D

(Principal)

o Vice- President
Md. Nur Ahmed

e General Secretary
Sri. Dhaneswar Das

e Asstt. General Secretary
Md Eyaqub Ali

¢ Cultural & Music Secretary
Sri. Dipak Kr. Das

e Asstt.Cultural & Music Secretary
Miss. Inu Bora
Md. Nasim Akhter

e Secretary, Games and Sports
Md Afjal Saleh

* Asstt. Secy, Games and Sports
Miss. Smriti Rekha Gogoi

e Secretary, Magazine
Md. Ashhaoullah Ghalib Khan

e Jt. Secretary, Wall Magazine
Sri. Sufit Das
Sri. Subrata Debnath

® Secretary,Drama, Debating,
ExtemporeSpeech&Literary Section
Sri.Joy Kanta Das

® Secretary, Socil Service
Sri. GirishDeka

® Secretary, Boys Common Room
Sri. Moon ChandraGoon

e Secretary, Girls’ Common Room
Miss. Kabita Devi
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The weariness, the fever and the fret

Here, where men sit and hear each other groan.
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Darkling I listen; and, for many a time
I have been half in love with caseful Death,
Called him soft names in many a mus’d rhyme,
To take into the air my quiet breath ;
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