
Q. Write a note on "Shakuntala" as a Woman and Her Oppressed Psyche. 
OR 
 
Q. Myth, history and memory presented in "Shakuntala". 
 
 
 
In the novel ‘Shakuntala: The Play of Memory’, the writer Namita Gokhale has voiced the               
anguish and struggle of a woman for liberation.In this hauntingly beautiful book Namita Gokhale              
plays with memory and desire by invoking the name of ‘Shakuntala’.She has established her              
reputation as one of India’s  
greatest feminist writers. Her interest in Indian mythology is well known. The writer has belief in                
rebirth and the Hindu mythology. According to Hindu mythology, it is considered that the soul               
never dies as it is immortal. 
 
Shakuntala is one of the most acclaimed women characters of Indian Literature. For the first               
time Shakuntala’s character originated in The Mahabharata. Since then she has been            
represented in various texts in various languages of India. The present paper is an attempt to                
analyze the representation of Shakuntala by the authors from ancient times to the present. For               
this purpose ancient work Abhijnana Shakuntalam by Kalidasa and the modern work            
Shakuntala: The Play of Memory by Namita Gokhale are studied. In Kalidasa’s Abhijnana             
Shakuntalam Shakuntala is the real daughter of Sage Vishvamitra and nymph Menka. However,             
she is adopted and brought up by Sage Kanva and his wife Gautmi. She is a rustic girl, brought                   
up in a hermitage. With the progress of the play, she is married to King Dushyanta who forgets                  
her because of a curse. Later, she was adopted by sage Kashyapa and his wife Aditi. She gives                  
birth to a brave child Bharat and finally reunites with her husband. Shakuntala: The Play of                
Memory by Namita Gokhale was Published in 2005 and it is a challenging work of Indian                
English fiction. In her masterpiece Shakuntala, Namita Gokhale has portrayed the story of a              
woman named after the heroine of Kalidasa’s classic drama Abhijnana Shakuntalam. Here            
Shakuntala is bold, spirited and imaginative. Right from her childhood she is conscious of the               
discrimination towards female. In her marriage with a mahasamant, Srijan, she feels suffocated             
by social customs. Hungry for experience she deserts home to travel with a Greek horse               
merchant, Nearchus. Together they travel far and wide and surrender to unbridled pleasures.             
Shakuntala assumes the identity of Yaduri: the ‘fallen woman.’ But she forsakes this life as well                
to meet her salvation in her death at Kashi. 
 
Namita Gokhale combines her extraordinary gift for storytelling with history, religion and            
philosophy to craft a timeless tale that transcends its ancient setting. The central myth in               
Gokhale’s Shakuntala is the myth of freedom. Based on the dialectical struggle between the              
worlds of disappearance and reality, matter and spirit, evil and good, death and life, the myth                
emphasized the evolutionary view of human nature.Perhaps this is enhanced by the knowledge             
that Shakuntala is already dead at the beginning of the novel, and the story is a flashback                 
recounted by her spirit. 



Gokhale draws deeply from Hindu mythology and philosophy. 
 
Gokhle uses Kalidas' immortal tale of love and betrayal to explore her ideas of how women have                 
engaged in their own enslavement and liberation with the picaresque adventures of a             
tempestuous wild girl from the hills whom she has named Shakuntala. 
 
The novel cannot quite transcend the plight-of-an-oppressed-woman storyline, and it is, at the             
end, about a woman who lives her life in own way, in defiance of social and religious obstacles.                  
The novelist raises the question of the equality of woman with man as Shakuntala, the               
protagonist, has the longing to travel like man but she is helpless and wants to get religious                 
knowledge like her brother. She keeps silent about her opinions because she knows that              
scriptures are forbidden to women.  
The novel has an ending of renewal and hope. Shakuntala meandered in her path to find  
her own ‘self’ but even in her death she declared- 
 
"The world is a very large place…. I murmured, to nobody really. I would not weep for my                  
daughter; I would not waste my tears. I had  
not wasted my life.”  
 
(Must include this quotation) 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Info -  
1.this question came in 2015. 
2. The words which are in red marked just look over that for the short questions. 
 
 
 


